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Prayer for Vocations   

O heavenly Father, we pray for an increase in 

vocations to the priesthood and  religious life for 

the service of your holy people. We ask you to 

send more Holy laborers into your vineyard.  

Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday starting on February 19 and on 

February 26, & 0n March 5, 12, 19, 26, 2021 

during the Season of Lent we will walk in prayer 

with Christ tracing the steps  

leading up to His Passion and death on the Cross.  

We invite all of you to come to the Stations of the 

Cross at 7:00 pm. 

You are very encouraged to approach the 

sacrament of reconciliation during this season of 

Great Lent. Father Raymond will be available on 

Fridays before or after the Stations of the Cross. 

Please make a point to reconcile yourself with 

God. 

Parish News 

Fast & Abstinence 

Great Lent is a season of fasting and abstinence. 

Abstinence from the consumption of meat and meat products for all persons over 14 
years of age on all Fridays of Great Lent. Fasting from all food and beverages (except 
for water and medicine) from midnight until noon is obligatory for all persons 
between 14 and 60 years of age on the following two important days: Ash Monday 
(February 15th) Great Friday of the Crucifixion (March 29) 
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 مار أفرام السرياني 

      :)الكتاب المقّدس(التأمل بكلمة هللا 

...."عندما أتأمل بك أنال منك كنزاً حقيقياً...ويفيض علّي منك  نهٌر ال يمممكم  ”  هللا يعطي ذاته في الصالة، المهم أن يكون االنسان عطشاناً ” 
 إيقافه. ليك  مبارك ينبوعك. هذا الينبوع ال يجده م  ال يعطش إليك...فالحب هو حارس خزنة الكنز السماوي" 

 غنى كلمة هللا:

 "رّبِّ، م  يستطيع فهم غنى كل كلمة م  كلماتك؟ إن ما نفهمه منها ألقلُّ بكثير مما يفوتنا. كالعطاش الذي  يروون ظمأهمم مم  يمنمبموع...إن 

له....إن م  يحصل على حصة م  هذا الغنى، فال يظ َّ أن ليس في ك  لممةالرب أخفى في كلمته كل الكنوز، لكي يجد فيها كٌل منا غنى في تَأَمُّ

ان هللا إاٌل ما وجده هو...وإذا اغتنى بالكلمة، فال يحسبّ  أن غناه أفقرها...إفرح بكونك شبعت، وال تحزن بكون غنى الكلممة يمفموقمك. المعمطمشم

يفرح بالشرب، وال يحزن بعجزه ع  استنفاد الينبوع...أشكر على ما أخذت، وال تتبّرم بما يبقى. إن ما أخذته هو حصتك، وما بقي هو أيضما 

ميراثك. ما لم تستطع أن تحصل عليه في الحال بسبب ضعفك، حّصله في وقمت خخمر 

 بفضل مثابرتك" )الدياتيسرون( 

يقود التأمل الى المشاهدة. م  خالل القراءة نبلغ الى الحقائق المالممنمظمورةق "نمقملمتمنمي 

كلمات الكتاب المقدس م  داخل الكتاب الى داخل الفمردوس"  "وجمدت فمي المكمتماب 

 المقدس الجسر الموصل الى الفردوس وبابه معاً" 

ً عملمى  هذه المشاهدة هي غذاء النفس وجمالها، على مثال مموسمى المذي كمان صمائممما

 الجبلق "م  رأى رجالً جائعاً يتألق جماالً وهو يتغذى م  الرؤية" 

Saint Ephrem the Syrian 

Meditation on the Word of God (the Bible):  

God gives himself in prayer, the important thing is that the 

person is to be thirsty. “When I contemplate you, I will obtain 

from you a real treasure ...  A river overflows from you that 

cannot be stopped. Blessed be your fountain. This fountain 

cannot be found by someone who does not thirst for you ... 

Love is the safe keeper of the heavenly treasure.  

The richness of God's word:  

“Lord, who can understand the richness of each of your words? What we understand from them is much 

less than what we miss. Like the thirsty who quench their thirst from a source ... The Lord hid in His 

Word all the treasures, so that each of us could find in them riches in his meditation .... He who gets a 

share of this wealth does not think that there is nothing in the word of God except what he finds ... And if 

he is rich in the word, then they do not think that his riches are the poorest ... Rejoice that you are 

satiated, and do not be sad that the richness of the word exceeds you. And he does not grieve in his 

inability to exhaust the fountain ... Thank you for what you took, and do not repudiate what remains. 

What you took is your share, and what remains is also your inheritance. What you could not obtain at 

once because of your weakness, obtain it at another time thanks to your perseverance. ”( Diatisron)  

Contemplation leads to viewing. through reading we reach unforeseen truths. "The words of the Bible 

moved me from within the book into paradise." "I found in the Bible the bridge that connects to Paradise 

and its door together." This viewing is the nourishment and beauty of the soul, like Moses who was 

fasting on the mountain: "whoever sees a hungry man shining with beauty while he is nourished by 

vision".  



5 

 

Religious Education 

All religious education classes have resumed and are taking place every 
other Saturday at 11 am at the church hall.  
 
Eucharistic Adoration  

The Eucharistic adoration will take place every last Friday of the month after 
the  10 am morning mass until 11:30am. 
 
Announcements 

Please inform us of your family announcements that you would like to share with the parish 
members, such as: graduations, weddings, engagements, birthdays or anniversaries.  

Church Etiquette 

Please observe the following etiquette while  

attending Mass and before “God” the “King of Kings”:   

  Arrive 15 minutes prior to Mass to prepare yourself  
for the Divine Liturgy. 

   Turn your cell phones off or to silent mode (for 
emergency). 

  Refrain from chewing gum, crossing legs, personal 
conversations and etc…..  

Parish News 

Congratulations: 

All the Parishioners of St. Maron Church 

congratulate Miss Carol Tegho for her 

nomination to the SILVER MASSABKI 

AWARD for her dedication and commitment and 

being a good example to our Parish, by donating 

generously her Time, Talent and Treasure for 

so many years without expecting anything in 

return.  

 SILVER MASSABKI AWARD?  

One of the highest honors bestowed on a NAM member is the Silver Massabki Award 

which is presented annually. This award, named after three martyred Maronite Brothers 

who refused to renounce their faith, is presented to NAM members who have contributed 

time, talent and treasure on a parish level.  
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To you, O blessed Joseph. 

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come 
in our afflictions, and having implored 
the help of your most holy Spouse, we 
confidently invoke your patronage also. 

  Through that charity which bound 
you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of 
God and through the paternal love with 
which you embraced the Child Jesus, 
we humbly beg you graciously to regard 
the inheritance which Jesus Christ has 
purchased by his Blood, and with your 
power and strength to aid us in our 
necessities.  

 O most watchful guardian of the 
Holy Family, defend the chosen children 
of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, 
ward off from us every contagion of 
error and corrupting influence; O our 
most mighty protector, be kind to us and 
from heaven assist us in our struggle 
with the power of darkness.  

 As once you rescued the Child 
Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect 
God’s Holy Church from the snares of 
the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant 
protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to 
live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 

This prayer was composed by Pope Leo XIII in his 1889 encyclical, Quamquam pluries.  

It especially recommended to be prayed at the end of the Rosary. 

Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St Joseph” 
 

With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Fran-
cis recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of 
the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a 
“Year of Saint Joseph” from today, 8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021. 
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EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON OF BROOKLYN 

Office of the Bishop 
109 Remsen Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11201-4212 
Tel: (718)-237-9913 Fax: (718)-243-0444 

chancerystmaron@verizon.net   www.stmaron.org  
 
Lent 2021                                                                                                                         Prot. No. 013 S / 21                                                                                                         
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Each year during Lent, I ask you to reflect on God’s blessings and to support the Eparchy of Saint Maron 
with a donation to our Annual Lenten Appeal. Much has happened in the past year – the pandemic and 
lockdowns, civil unrest, economic and political instability, and unprecedented troubles here and around 
the world. And yet, God always watches over his children throughout the most challenging times, and our 
Eparchy is here to serve you. We rely upon your help to give us the resources to serve you and the faith-
ful throughout the Eparchy.  
 
Please consider making a sacrificial gift to this year’s Annual Lenten Appeal. Your gift will support:  
 
Ø Seminarians: We currently have five men preparing for the priesthood. Our seminarians are our future 
priests, and we need to educate and form them well so that they can minister effectively to our faithful in 
the future. The costs of Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary are about $400,000 per year. 40% of 
your contribution to this year’s Annual Appeal will go for Seminarians.  
 
Ø Ministries: Our outreach and services to young people, the elderly, families, and in defense of life from 
conception to natural death, can help people at the most crucial times in their lives. You can help ensure 
that the Eparchy can continue this important work. 20% of your contribution will go to support Minis-
tries.  
 
Ø Retired Priests: The Eparchy’s 15 retired priests served the faithful for over 500 years in total. We help 
them with a modest pension of $2,000 per month. 20% of your contribution will support Retired Priests.  
 
Ø Helping in Lebanon and the Middle East: The Eparchy provided an unprecedented amount of support 
to help in Lebanon and the Middle East last year. Our primary focus is on the needs of our own Eparchy, 
but we can never forget the homeland of our Maronite Church. 10% of your contribution will support 
Christians in Lebanon and the Middle East.  
 
Ø Endowment: The Eparchy’s Endowment Fund supports needs today and ensures the Eparchy will have 
resources in the future. 10% of your contribution will be deposited into the Eparchy’s Endowment.  
 
Please open your heart once again and make a gift. Your participation in this Appeal can impact the lives 
of many people, both inside the Eparchy, and outside of it in the Middle East. Any gift will help.  
Thank you, and may God bless you for your generosity! I wish you a blessed Lent and Easter.  
 
Gratefully yours in Christ,  

 
+ Gregory J. Mansour  

A Letter from our Bishop. 

http://www.stmaron.org
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Playing Music Instrument? 

For old and young people who play any music instrument (Piano, Violin,  
Guitar…) at good levels, and would like to form a church music ensemble,  
please meet us with your instruments or call Fr. Raymond to arrange a time  
to meet with him. 
 
Thank you for dedicating your time and talent to the church.  
God bless 
Fr. Raymond Khallouf 
Office # (904) 448-0203 

Choir: 

Saint Augustine Said:” He who sings, prays twice.” 

God gave each one of us a voice. Think about using 

Yours to sing at Liturgy. Participating in the Sunday music ministry is a beautiful way 
to honor God. 

Join us for practice every Wednesday at 6 PM with Fr. Raymond. 

Parish News 

Confession during Lent: 

You are very encouraged to approach the 

sacrament of reconciliation during this season 

of Great Lent. Father Raymond will be 

available on Fridays before or after the 

Stations of the Cross, and before or after each 

Liturgy or by appointment.  

Please make a point to reconcile yourself with 

God and your neighbor during this Lent. 
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Epistle Readers March 2021 

 
English Arabic Readings 

Sun  Mar 7 Chantiri Family Chantiri Family 2 Cor 13:5–13 

Sun Mar 14 Carol Tegho Salim Ghazi 
 

1 Tim 5:24 – 6:5 

Sun Mar 21 Diane Shami Raymond Abi Khalil 2 Cor 10:1–7 

Sun Mar 28 Breanna Naddaf        Catherine Naddaf Phil 1:1–13 

If for any reason you cannot make it or you would like to trade assignments with 

someone else, please contact Diane Shami. 

DATE TIME * L I T U R G Y  I N T E T I O N S *   FROM 

                                                     Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions   

Sun  Mar 7 For the Departed and Living of 
The Chantiri family & for Sami 
Abi Khalil and his son Majdi.  

Req by/ Lillian Chantiri & 
Family 

Sun  Mar 14 Available  

Sun  Mar 21 Available  

Sun  Mar 28 Available  

LITURGY INTENTIONS: To serve you in a better  way. kindly all requests for  Liturgy 
intentions must be submitted via email: stmaronjax@comcast.net / or by calling the church office 
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P A R I S H  O F F E R I N G  

February collections   2021 

                                                                     

Sun Feb 7-9        $1868.00 

Sun  Feb 14-15  $1429.00         

Sun Feb 21      $1834.00 

Sun Feb 28 $1500.00 

Paypal $1642.53 

To t a l  I n c o m e                     $8273.53 

Thank You for  your support      

A Reminder: 
Our monthly expenses are higher than our monthly income 

Bulletin Advertisements: 

 

We are glad to announce that we started a new 

advertisement page in our Bulletin.  The Church Bulletin is 

e-mailed every month to more than 200 families, and is 

posted to our Church Website and the Church’s Facebook page.  

The prices for the ads are per year or 12 bulletins   

Please contact the church’s office for your ads and 

details... 

Phone: (904) 448-0203   

Email: stmaronjax@comcast.net 
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Sacrament of Baptism  (And Chrismation) 

The Sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated on Sunday after the 
11:00 am Liturgy. Other times may be arranged with the priest. Please 
contact the  parish office with any recent births so we may note them in 
our bulletin.     

Sacrament of Marriage 

Preparation for Pre-Cana and arrangements for the Sacrament of 

Marriage must be made with the priest at least 6 months prior to 
your anticipated wedding date. 
 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  (Penance) 

Fr. Raymond is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation before and 
after each Liturgy or by appointment. Remember, Christ is present in the 
participation of the Sacrament. When you confess your sins directly to 
God you miss out on receiving a beautiful Grace.                                         
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

If you anticipate a procedure or surgery, and would like to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, contact the parish office to make 
arrangements. Fr. Raymond will be happy to come and anoint you or a 
loved one in their affliction. 

 

Communion to the Homebound  

If you or your loved one is homebound and wish to receive Holy 
Communion, please contact the  parish office to arrange a visit. Fr. 
Raymond is waiting for your call and will be glad to serve this Mystery.  

 

 

Vocations 

Do you feel as though God is calling you to serve him as a Priest or a 
Sister? If you are trying to discern your vocation, Fr. Raymond would be 
happy to meet with you to discuss. 

 

Mass Intentions  

Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions. Please let us know 
early of your intentions in order to make mention of it in the bulletin. 
See or call Fr. Raymond. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1  

St. Domnina, 
Disciple of St. 
Maron 

St. Afdokia of 
Baalbek 

2  

St. John 
Maron 

3  

St. Thomas 
Aquinas, 
Doctor of 
the Church 

St. Katharine 
Drexel  

4  

St. Paul and 
His Sister, 
Juliana 

5  

St. Albert the 
Great, Doctor 
of the Church 

6  

St. Conan 
of Isauria 

7  

Parable of the 
Prodigal Son 

2 Cor 13:5–13 
Lk 15:11–32 

The 7 Young 
Men of Ephesus 

8  

St. Frances of 
Rome 

9  

The Forty 
Martyrs 

10  

St. 
Auxentius 

11  

St. 
Sophronius, 
Bishop of 
Jerusalem 

12  

Pope St. 
Gregory the 
Great, Doctor 
of the Church 

13  

St. 
Theophane
s the 
Chronicler 

14  

Healing of the 
Paralytic 

1 Tim 5:24 – 6:5 
Mk 2:1–12 

St. Euphrasia 

Daylight 
Savings Time 
Begins 

15  

St. Benedict, 
Founder of 
Monastic Life in 
the West 

16  

St. Papas 

The First 
Council of 
Constantino
ple (381) 

17  

St. Patrick 
(USA) 

18  

St. Cyril of 
Jerusalem, 
Doctor of 
the Church 

19  

St. Joseph 
the Virgin, 
the Spouse of 
Mary 

20  

St. Photina 
of Samaria 

21  

Healing of the 
Blind Man 

2 Cor 10:1–7 St. 
Mk 10:46–52 

Synesius, 
Bishop of 
Ptolemais 

22  

St. Sergius 
Paulus 

23  

St. Rafka 

24  

St. Artemon, 
Bishop of 
Seleucia 

25  

The 
Annunciatio
n to the 
Virgin 
Mary 

26  

Temptation 
of Jesus in 
the 
Wilderness 

St. Gabriel 
the 
Archangel 

27  

Saturday of 
the Raising 
of Lazarus 

St. Matrona 
of 
Thessalonica 

28  

Hosanna Sunday 
(Palm Sunday) 

Phil 1:1–13 St. 
Jn 12:12–22 

Philetus and His 
Wife Lydia, and 
Their Children 

29 

Holy Week 

St. Cyril of 
Baalbek 

30 

Holy Week 

St. John 
Climacus 

31 

Holy Week 

Pope St. 
Lucius I 

   

MARCH - 2021 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 

Thursday of 
the 
Mysteries 

(Rite of the 
Washing of 
the Feet) 

St. Mary of 
Egypt 

2 

Great Friday 
of the 
Crucifixion 

St. Aphian 
and His 
Brother 
Aedesius 

3 

Great 
Saturday 
of the 
Light 

Isaiah and 
Ezekiel the 
Prophets 

4 

The Glorious 
Resurrection 

1 Cor 15:12–26 
Mk 16:1–8 
Pope St. 
Anicetus 

5 

St. Robert 

6 

St. 
Marcellinus 

7 

St. John 
Baptist de la 
Salle 

8 

St. Barlaam 

The Second 
Council of 
Nicaea 
(787) 

9 

St. Hermas 

10 

The 
Miracle of 
the Icon of 
Christ in 
Beirut 

St. Agabus 

11 

2nd Sunday of 
the Resurrection 

New Sunday 
(Divine Mercy 
Sunday) 

2 Cor 5:11–21 
Jn 20:26–31 
St. Antipas 

12 

Sts. Mennas, 
Hermogenes and 
Eugraphus 

13 

St. Zosimas 

14 

St. 
Hermenegild 
the King 

15 

Pope St. 
Soter 

16 

St. 
Bernadette 
Soubirous 

17 

Pope St. 
Agapitus 

18 

3rd Sunday of 
the Resurrection 

2 Tim 2:8–13  
Lk 24:13–35 
St. Thaïs the 
Penitent 

19 

St. Timon the 
Deacon 

20 

St. 
Nathanael 
the Hermit 

21 

St. Anselm, 
Doctor of 
the Church 

22 

St. 
Theodore of 
Sykeon 

23 

St. George 

24 

St. Saba the 
Commander 

25 

4th Sunday of 
the Resurrection 

Heb 13:18–25  

Jn 21:1–14 

St. Mark the 
Evangelist 

26 

Pope St. 
Anacletus 

27 

St. Simon, 
Brother of 
the Lord 

28 

St. John, 
One of the 
72 Disciples 

29 

St. 
Catherine of 
Siena, 
Doctor of 
the Church 

30 

St. James, 
Son of 
Zebedee 

 

APRIL- 2021 
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