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Beloved brothers and sisters,

Glory be to God. When we decided to take upon us the challenge of building a new 
church, our goal was set as: For the glory of God first and foremost. 

The dedication of our new church is certainly a joyful and blesse
milestone in the history of our community. It represents the crowning of all our 
challenging endeavors and efforts. 

As you all witnessed, the construction of the new church and all the renovation 
work on the church site were not an easy tas
difficult economic time; our initial budget was increasing as the work was 
progressing and eventually doubled. There were times when we were just about to 
suspend the construction. The adversary, who hates the Churc
in many ways and tried to cause us to fail. But ultimately throughout all trials and 
oppositions we felt the hand of God sustaining us.  

This accomplishment was made a reality first through God’s grace and second 
through the sacrifice, the volunteering and the generosity of faithful people. I ask 
the Lord to reward all sincere volunteers and donors abundantly.

As we now got to the blessed and memorable day of the formal consecration of our 
church, where we can gather as one family in 
rejoice in dwelling and worshipping in this new House of God; with the Psalmist 
we shout out “I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the 
Lord.” (Psalm 122:1) 

Why a Maronite Church in Jacksonville?
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The Ecumenical Council of Vatican II instructed that the rich traditions of the 
Eastern Churches are considered as the precious patrimony of the entire Church 
and they should be preserved.  

The Canon Law of the Catholic Church states the following: “The rites of the 
Eastern Churches, as the patrimony of the entire Church of Christ, in which shines 
forth tradition coming down from the Apostles through the Fathers, and which, in 
its variety, affirms the divine unity of the Catholic faith, are to be observed and 
promoted conscientiously” (CCEC, Can 39). 

Some of you are embracing the Maronite Faith by choice and we, as Maronites, are 
embracing you. We all can be proud of the Maronite tradition and heritage. Our 
Church has a very glorious history. It has been said that our history "is the story of 
a people who were continually willing to shed their blood and sacrifice their lives 
and possessions for religious convictions and human liberties." 

Our Church has given a huge number of martyrs and saints like Saint Maron, Saint 
John Maron, Saint Charbel, Saint Rafqa, Saint Hardini, Blessed Massabki 
Brothers, the three hundred and fifty monks martyrs, Blessed Nehme, Blessed 
Yaacoub, Venerable Patriarch Doueihi, and innumerable other holy men and 
women. 

As Eastern Churches in the immigration host countries we are faced with triple 
missionary challenge: Mission to serve the emigrant faithful who maintain links 
with their families in the countries of origin; mission in the form of evangelical 
witness; mission of fruitful encounter between the Eastern Churches and the Latin 
Church, fostering the exchange of gifts between Churches. 

My fervent prayer on this glorious day is raised to God Almighty imploring Him to 
be pleased with the work of our hands and with this church of His. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ our Lord, 

 

Fr. Elie Abi Chedid 

 

 

 



Brief history of the Maronite Church 

As Christians went forth from Jerusalem they encountered different 
traditions, cultures, customs and languages, soon the Church became a communion 
of Churches united with each other in love and faith, looking to the See of Peter in 
Rome as the first among them all. 

For Catholics united with the pope in Rome, there is already an amazing 
unity even within the reality of cultural diversity. The Catholic Church comprised 
of 21 Eastern Churches and 1 western Church, is a communion of Churches, with 
the pope as the visible head. The Maronite Church is one of these Eastern 
Churches.  

There are six major Traditions of the Catholic Church: Alexandrian, 
Antiochian, Armenian, Chaldean, Constantinopolitan (Byzantine), and Roman (or 
Latin). Each Catholic Church practices a common faith according to one of the six 
major traditions. The Maronite Church follows the Antiochian Tradition. All 
Catholic Churches share the same: Dogmatic faith, seven Sacraments (or 
Mysteries), moral teachings, and unity with the Pope of Rome.  

Each of the Catholic Churches encompasses a unique liturgy, spirituality, 
and discipline; and is characterized by her own cultural and linguistic tradition, and 
is guided by a Patriarch.  

The Maronite Church dates back to the early Christians of Antioch where 
Jesus followers “were called Christians for the first time” (Acts 11:26). She still 
uses as her liturgical language the Aramaic that Jesus Himself spoke, and takes her 
name from the hermit-priest Saint Maroun, who lived in the fourth century and 
belonged to the church of Antioch of Syriac tradition. Monks and people who 
adopted saint Maroun’s way of life became known as Maronites; already, during 
his life many of his followers were called after him. They were also addressed 
collectively as “Beit Maroun” or the house of Maroun. The spirit and teachings of 
St. Maroun lived on after his death in his disciples. Not only was a church built in 
his memory which became a site for pilgrimage, but very soon after his death in 
the early part of the fifth century, a monastery was established nearby bearing his 
name. The monastery of St. Maron came to preside over a federation of 
monasteries in its province. Its representatives participated in synods of 
Constantinople in 536 and 553. 

Beit Maroun distinguished themselves as the defenders of the true Catholic 
faith. St. Ignatius of Antioch, counted among the Apostolic Fathers of the Christian 
Church, and considered one of the Fathers of the Maronite Church, was the first to 



use the expression “Catholic” meaning “Universal” in his writings on the Church. 
By the year 685, Maronites organized themselves around Saint John Maron, whom 
they elected Patriarch of the vacant See of Antioch, and thus developed as a 
distinct Church within the Catholic Church.  

  The Maronite Church has been enriched by three centers of learning and 
culture: 

1- ANTIOCH: A city in west Syria (now Turkey) that served as a center of 
commerce and education, and was known for its Greek and Syriac culture. Saint 
Peter himself established the Church of Antioch, Saint Paul and many other 
Apostles and Disciples evangelized in it. Antioch gave the Maronite Church much 
of her unique liturgical traits.  

2- EDESSA: A prominent city in ancient Mesopotamia, which had a Semitic 
culture and influenced the prayers and hymns of the Maronite Church. It was also 
the home of Saint Ephrem, Doctor of the Church, who is considered one of the 
Fathers of the Maronite Church. 

3- LEBANON: The land that provided a safe haven to establish a stable monastic 
and parish life, as well as schools. Maronites have been a positive force for the 
development of Lebanon as a country of peaceful coexistence for all peoples.  

The identity of the Maronite Church can be described by five distinguishing 
marks:  

-First and foremost Maronites are Antiochian; they share an historical, liturgical, 
and spiritual heritage with all the other Catholic and Orthodox Antiochian 
Churches. 

-Maronites are Chalcedonian, meaning they were staunch supporters of the Council 
of Chalcedon, convened in 451 A.D., which taught that Jesus is one person in two 
natures: True God and true man.  

-Third, the Maronite Church is Monastic. The first Maronites were monks. And 
they have a cherished history known for an ascetical life of sacrifice and devotion. 

-Fourth, the Maronite Church is known, from her inception, for her full 
communion with the Apostolic See of Peter in Rome. 

-Fifth, the Maronite Church is tied to Lebanon, her spiritual homeland, and the 
residence of her Patriarch.  



The Maronites suffered persecution from Jacobites, Byzantines, Persians, 
Arab Moslems, Mamluks of Egypt, Druze, and ottoman Turks.  Hostilities and 
persecutions caused Maronites to emigrate to the four corners of the globe in 
search for freedom and peaceful life.  

Today, Maronite Eparchies (Greek for Dioceses) are established in the five 
continents. In the United States, the Maronite Church includes two jurisdictions: 
The Eparchy of Saint Maron of Brooklyn and the Eparchy of Our Lady of 
Lebanon-Los Angeles.     

Maronite Liturgy is permeated by a Monastic spirit, and it is mostly 
expressed by poetry.  The celebration of the Eucharist is known by Qurbono 
(Aramaic for Sacrifice of the Mass), or Divine Liturgy. It is comprised of two 
major parts: The Service of the Word and the service of the Eucharist called 
Anaphora (Greek for offering).  

The Service of the Word is composed of prayers, hymns, psalms, the 
burning of incense, Scripture readings and homily. A unique feature of the Service 
of the Word in the Maronite Church is the HOOSOYO (Aramaic for prayer of 
forgiveness). This lengthy prayer summarizes, recalls, and presents God’s plan of 
salvation, here and now, according to the particular Church feast or Liturgical 
season, asking His mercy again for today. It is accompanied with the Incensation 
of the cross, the altar, and the congregation as an act of purification. The Trisagion 
(Greek for three times holy), chanted in Aramaic “Qadishat” is also a part of the 
service of the Word; it is followed by Mazmooro, a three verses of poetry referring 
to the feast before readings. Then a passage from the New Testament is read 
(mostly from Saint Paul’s letters), and the Gospel is proclaimed followed by the 
homely and the creed. 

After the Profession of Faith, the Eucharistic Prayer or Anaphora begins. 
The gifts are processed to the main altar. Peace is exchanged from the altar without 
words by a simple gesture of hands open to receive and hands joined to give. It 
takes place before the sacrifice is offered in keeping with Jesus’ directive: “Go first 
and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift” (Mt 5: 23-
24). The Eucharistic narrative of the Last Supper is chanted in Aramaic. The 
Anaphora (or Eucharistic Prayer) culminates with the Epiclesis (Invocation of the 
Holy Spirit for the transformation of the bread and wine into Sacred Mysteries). 

The prayers of intercession for the Church and the world are offered after 
Consecration and Epiclesis. This is followed by the Signing of the Chalice, the 
Breaking of the Body of Christ, and the Elevation of both species.  



Before communion the “Our Father” is prayed with hands extended. The 
priest, extending his right hand over the faithful, putting the left hand on the Sacred 
Mysteries, blesses the faithful with a prayer of forgiveness and deliverance as all 
bow their heads. The faithful are then invited to communion with the words: “Holy 
Gifts for the holy with perfection, purity, and sanctity”.  The faithful receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ on the tongue by intinction.  

The purpose of Maronite ritual is worship of the Most Holy Trinity and 
Metanoia (transformation through repentance from a life of self-centeredness to a 
life centered on God).  

One final spiritual aspect worthy to highlight is that the Maronite Church has 
always been a Marian Church. Throughout their history, Maronites have held a 
very special devotion to the Mother of God. In the small villages, homes, 
mountains, hills and streets of Lebanon are found shrines of all types dedicated to 
Our Lady.   

 Maronite Spirituality can be best identified by contemplating the life of 
Maronite Saints like: Saint Maron, Saint John Maron, Saint Charbel, Saint Rafqa, 
and Saint Neemutallah Hardini… They exemplified a mystical and total 
communion with God to the point where God took full hold of their being. 

Today, the Maronites are the largest Catholic Community in the Middle East 
within and around the Holy Land; and the Maronite Church is spread in all over the 
world. 

The Maronites, today as throughout their history, consider that they have 
been entrusted with a treasure that is the Patrimony of the primary Church of 
Aramaic Antiochian Tradition, and with a mission to practice Christian faith, share 
it, and witness to it according to this Tradition which pure origin is our Lord Jesus 
Christ and His Apostles”. 

----------------------------- 

 



 

Saint Maroun 

The Saints of the Church are our living testimony and our guides to the truth 
on our way to the fullness of life in the Kingdom of God. 

Saint Maroun, the Father and the Patron Saint of the Maronite Church is one 
of these Saints; his feast day is celebrated on the 9th of February.  

We know a little about the life of Saint Maron but what we know is enough 
to evaluate the great influence this Saint had in the history of the Church making 
him an ever living testimony of Christ since his testimony continues throughout the 
ages through those who are called after him: The Maronites. 

Saint Maron was a priest and a hermit; he lived in the fourth century in the 
mountain area of Antioch, which was one of the five Major sees of early 
Christianity.  Even though he sought a solitary ascetic life, his light of holiness 
could not be hidden, but it shone in that region, and attracted to him a lot of people.  
After his death, those who embraced Christianity through the preaching and the 
example of this great Saint, and later through his disciples, were called Maronites 
but they did not become a Church until the year 685 when Saint John Maron was 
elected as the first Patriarch of Antioch for the Maronites. 

We have only two historical documents telling about Saint Maron’s life: 

 

The first is a letter sent by Saint John Chrysostom in the year 405 to “Maron, 
Priest and monk” asking for his prayers. 



The second document is the few lines of biography written by the religious 
historian, Bishop Theodoret of Cyr who was a contemporaneous to Saint Maron. 

Here are some quotations from Bishop Theodoret in his Historia Religiosa 
about Saint Maron: 

“Maron was the ornament of the Divine choir of Saints. 

When he decided to live in the quiet of solitude, this Saint ascended the 
summit of a mountain once sacred to the pagans. He dedicated there to the true 
God a once Pagan temple and nearby he erected a small tent for shelter, which he 
used very seldom for most of his time was spent in open air. 

He was not satisfied with the ordinary exercises of piety, but added to them 
what he himself invented to secure the wealth of wisdom… 

God granted him the gift of miracles so abundantly that his fame spread to 
all surrounding districts and attracted people from far and near. 

Those who came to him for a cure always had their hope realized, because 
by the dew of his benedictions, the fever slowed down, the nerves were quieted, 
the devils driven out and the various diseases were cured, all by the same remedy. 

Not only was he to cure the ailments of the body, but also those of the 
soul… 

After his death, the people of the neighboring places had a dispute over the 
possession of his body; but the inhabitants of the nearest and most populous village 
came in great numbers, took possession of the precious remains and built over 
them a magnificent church. 

To our own day, they venerate these relics with great solemnity and obtain 
many miracles. 

As for us, we enjoy his benedictions, although we are far away.  We must be 
satisfied with invoking his name when we cannot visit his temple”.  (End 
quotation). 

Maronite tradition tells that the followers of St. Maroun carried the relics of the 
Saint, especially the skull, to St. Maroun’s Monastery or "Beit Maroun" built in 
452 A.D. between Hama and Aleppo in Syria. 
Later on, the skull was carried to Saint Maroun’s monastery in Kfarhai, Batroun - 
Lebanon around the turn of the eighth century. Patriarch Douaihy mentions: 
"When Youhanna (John) Maroun settled in Kfarhai-Lebanon, he built an altar and 



a monastery after St. Maroun’s name and put St. Maroun’s skull inside the altar to 
heal the faithful. That’s why the monastery is called "Rish Moron" (Syriac) 
meaning "Maroun’s head"(26).
At the time of the crusades, in 1130 A.D. St. Maroun’s skull was taken to Italy by a 
Benedictine monk that came to the region. This monk was the rector of a 
monastery near Foligno-Italy. During his visit he heard about St. Maroun’s
and upon returning home he publicized St. Maroun’s virtues. As a matter of fact, a 
church was built after St. Maroun’s name in Foligno, Italy. The Bishop of Foligno 
carried the skull to the city in 1194 A.D. and put it in the church of the diocese.
The faithful in the city made a statue of silver for St. Maroun and put the skull in it. 
During his stay in Italy in 1887, Bishop Youssef el
St. Maroun’s skull by the Bishop of Foligno(27).
 

In the year 2002, at the request o
See accorded the return of the Saint’s relics 
Batroun – Lebanon.   

Our Mission: An historic overview

The idea of having a Maronite ch
developed into a thought, and then a dream blossomed and culminated into a 
reality. Years have passed and it seems as if it was yesterday when Bishop Peter 
Tayah, then Pastor of Our Lady of Lebanon parish in Miami, Florida celebrated the 
first Maronite Divine Liturgy in Jacksonville at
Excellency Archbishop Francis Zayek of the Diocese of St. Maron of Brooklyn 
delegated him to visit the Maronites of Jacksonville and report about this new and 
dynamic community in North East Florida. Bishop Tayah was so impressed that he 
arranged for Fr. Peter Boulos, then pastor of St. Jude Maronite Mission of Orlando, 
to visit Jacksonville once a month
the visit became biweekly. A few months later Fr. Akiki was assigned to be the 
first temporary resident administrator of the newly created Mission under the name 
of St. Maron of Jacksonville.
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On August 17, 1996, Mr. Elias Shami was ordained to the order of 
Subdeacon by Chorbishop John D. Faris, Vicar General of the Eparchy of St. 
Maron delegated by Archbishop Zayek. Six years later, in February 2002, 
Subdeacon Shami was ordained a Deacon by Most Reverend Hector Doueihi, 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Saint Maron of Brooklyn during a regional NAM 
(National Apostolate of Maronites) convention hosted by our Mission. 

On October 2, 1996, following the departure of Fr. Akiki, Fr. George Zina, 
administrator of Saint Jude Maronite Mission in Orlando, Florida was asked to 
provide pastoral visits to Jacksonville on a monthly basis. Liturgical celebrations at 
that time were taking place in the small chapel of Christ the King Roman Catholic 
church. Subsequently, Fr. Zina was replaced by Fr. Peter Boulos, pastor of St. 
Joseph Maronite church of Atlanta. 

Another major milestone in our Mission’s history came in June of 1997 
when, through the outstanding generosity of “Beit Maroun” of Jacksonville, the 
property on Bowden Road was purchased.  

With the appointment of Fr. Elie Abi Chedid as a resident and permanent 
pastor, on November 4, 2000 the Maronite community in Jacksonville acquired the 
stability and leadership it needed for the final realization of its goal of building a 
Maronite house of worship in town.   

A church/hall, which was phase one of future plans, was built and completed 
in 2001. The church/hall’s construction was under way when it was blessed by His 
Eminence and Beatitude Mar Nasrallah Peter Cardinal Sfeir, Maronite Patriarch,  
during his historic pastoral visit to our Mission on February 28, 2001.   

Our church/hall, which was used for both spiritual and social celebrations, 
was inaugurated on Hosanna Sunday 2001.  The church/hall was furnished and 
equipped to accommodate 250 people with full commercial kitchen. 

Few years later, plans started preparing for the construction of a sanctuary. 
With God’s help, and under the guidance and support of Most Reverend Gregory 
Mansour, Bishop of the Eparchy of Saint Maron of Brooklyn, and through 
contributions from parishioners and benefactors, and through various fund-raising 
activities, and a grant from “Catholic Extension Society” and a loan from the 
Diocese of Saint Augustine, our Mission was able to build a permanent church.  
The big challenge of the construction project was undertaken by the pastor with the 
help of few parishioners; it also included site improvement and renovation works 
on the hall, rectory, retaining pond and sign, along with the erection of a replica 



shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon national shrine in Harissa-Lebanon. The 
construction started in late 2010 and lasted for four years.   

The design of the new sanctuary was made to fit the needed size and the 
property’s structure that the Mission owns. The design reflects the architecture of 
the Maronite Eastern Tradition. The size of the new church allows the occupancy 
of over 400 people. 

Currently an estimated 90 families of Maronite and non Maronite Eastern 
Christians and Roman Catholics attend the Divine Liturgy on Sunday at 11:15 AM. 
The community embraces a highly educated class comprised of mainly 
professionals and businessmen.  

Our Mission statement is: To practice our Christian faith, and witness to it 
according to one of the oldest Traditions of the Catholic Church, the Aramaic 
Antiochian Tradition, which pure origin is our Lord Jesus Christ and His Apostles. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Explanation of the main mural 
  

 



 
 

The mural, in the apse of the new church, illustrates Maronite history and 
spirituality.  

The risen and glorified Lord with the wounds of his crucifixion is the focal 
point of the mural; he is the center of our Christian faith. The yellow and golden 
halos around his head represent the illumination of the empty tomb, the 
resurrection and life eternal. The Lord is seated on a throne as we confess in the 
creed: “He is seated at the right hand of God the Father”.  With his right hand Our 
Lord is granting his peace: “Peace be with you” (Jn 20/21,26); and in his left hand 
he holds the Bible indicating that he is “The Logos” the Word of God incarnate. 
Jesus’ blue and red garment indicates His human and divine nature. His gentle and 
merciful eye-gaze follows everyone in the church indicating His omni-presence.   

All saints depicted around our Lord are in standing position symbolizing the 
resurrection. They illustrate the purpose of Maronite ritual that is worship and 
metanoia (transformation through repentance from a life of self-centeredness to a 
life centered on God). 



Saint Maroun priest and monk (+410), stands on the right of the Risen Lord 
in his monastic dress indicating the monastic spirituality of the Maronite Church; 
he holds in his left hand a miniature church model signifying that he is the founder 
and the Father of the Maronite church; and in his right hand he holds the 
Antiochian staff with its three-bars cross indicating the Antiochian tradition of the 
Maronite Church. The Aramaic characters on his stole read: L moryo Teshbohto-
To God be praise; it indicates the Aramaic spiritual heritage of the Maronite 
church.  

Next to Saint Maroun is Saint John Maroun (+707) the first Maronite 
patriarch who canonically established the Maronite church taking refuge in 
Lebanon. He was both a civil and a religious leader. He brought the Maronites 
under one banner and made them an independent nation and an autonomous 
Church; his Roman vestment, miter and stole indicate the full communion of the 
Maronite Church with the Roman Catholic Church and the Holy See of Rome. On 
his stole the writing in Aramaic reads: Eeqoro d Lebno’n-The glory of Lebanon-; 
the saying " The glory of Lebanon is given to him" (Isaiah 35:2) has been applied 
to the Maronite patriarch.  

On the left of the glorified Lord are the three great Maronite saints: St. 
Charbel, St. Rafqa and St. Hardini, three modern witnesses of Maronite rich 
spirituality. 

The landscape represents Lebanon with its challenging geography where 
Maronites escaped persecution by hiding in caves and rocky mountains to preserve 
their faith. 

In the scenery is the monastery of Saint Maron’s on the Orontes River were 
Maronite monks cultivated and conserved Maronite spirituality and Catholic 
doctrine for years before they became an institutional church. The Orontes river 
(Nahr al-‘Assi), is called “’Aassi” = resistant in Arabic because it runs against 
natural course. The Orontes rises in the great springs of Labweh on the east side of 
the Beqaa Valley in Lebanon, and it runs due north, parallel with the coast, falling 
2000 feet (600 m) through a rocky gorge. It runs across Syria reaching Antioch in 
Turkey. 

In the forest scenery, the cedar trees are most relevant; the cedar is the symbol of 
Lebanon (spiritual home of Maronites) and the symbol of immortality. 
 
The mural was painted by Artist Joseph Puskas. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 



MASS OF CONSECRATION 

Opening of the Main Doors and 

Welcoming the Bishop 
 

The entrance procession stops outside at the main doors of the church which are closed. The congregation is already 
inside the church (having used the side doors). Three priests are on the inside of the main doors: a young priest, a 
middle-aged priest, and an older priest. 
 
 The bishop sprinkles holy water on the main doors and then knocks saying: 
 

Bishop: Open the doors of the house of God through which the righteous and just have 
entered. 

 
Younger Priest (from inside the church): Who knocks on these doors? 
 
Bishop:  Beloved in Christ, it is I, Bishop Gregory, who has come to consecrate this holy 

church of Saint Maron in the City of Jacksonville. 
 
Younger Priest: Go in peace. I do not know you. 
 

The bishop incenses the main doors and then knocks again saying: 
 

Bishop: Open the doors of the house of God through which the righteous and just have 
entered. 

 
Middle-aged Priest (from inside the church): Who knocks on these doors? 
 
Bishop:  Beloved in Christ, it is I, Bishop Gregory, who has come to consecrate this holy 

church of Saint Maron in the City of Jacksonville.  
 
Middle-aged Priest: Go in peace. I do not know you. 

 
The bishop uses the hand cross to bless the doors and knocks again saying: 

 

Bishop: Open the doors of the house of God through which the righteous and just have 
entered. 

 
Older Priest (from inside the church): Who knocks on these doors? 
 
Bishop:  Beloved in Christ, it is I, Bishop Gregory, who has come to consecrate this holy 

church of Saint Maron in the City of Jacksonville.  
 
Older Priest (in his wisdom he opens the doors for the bishop and welcomes him): Come in peace, Holy Father! Come 

in peace, Shepherd and Steward, Sayyedna Gregory, Bishop of Saint Maron of 



Brooklyn. May your arrival be blessed, and may the star which led the Magi to the 
manger enter with you. 

 

(Entrance hymn and procession) 

Canticle of Daniel Tune: Bsafro sale Daniyel (Arr: Fr. Joseph Amar) 

Blest are you mighty Lord worshipped and exalted throughout all creation by 
the works of your hands. 

-Bless the Lord, works of the Lord;    praise and exalt Him above all for evermore 

-Sun  and  moon   bless   the  Lord;    “ “ “ “ “ “ 

-Night  and  day   bless   the  Lord; “ “ “ “ “  

-Heat  and  cold    bless  the  Lord; “ “ “ “ “ “ 

-Rain  and  snow  bless  the   Lord; “ “ “ “ “ “ 

-Earth  and  sky   bless   the   Lord; “ “ “ “ “ “ 

-All  that  is   bless   the   Lord;   “ “ “ “ “ “ 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

The Celebrant, assistants, and altar servers stand at the sanctuary steps in front of the altar. At the conclusion of the Entrance hymn or psalm, they 
chant in Syriac: 

B: lbai-tokh a-lo-ho ‘eh-let  
waq-dom beem dee-lokh  
segh-det. 
mal-ko shma-yo-no  
ha-so lee  
khool dah-teet lokh.  

I have entered  
your house, O God,  
and have worshipped  
before your throne.  
O King of heaven,  
forgive all my sins. 

Cong: mal-ko shma-yo-no  
ha-so lan  
khool dah-tai-nan lokh. 

O King of heaven,  
forgive all our sins. 

B:  (crossing his hands over his chest, he turns slightly towards his left  
and then towards his right) 

 

 sa-laow ‘a-lai  
meh-tool mo-ran. 

Pray for me  
to the Lord. 

Cong: a-lo-ho nqa-bel  
qoor-bo-nokh 
oo-net-ra-ham ‘a-lain  

May God accept  
your offering 
and have mercy on us  



bas-loo-tokh. through your prayer. 

All enter the sanctuary and go to their appointed places.  

Pastor’s welcoming speech 

Opening Prayers 

B:  (standing at the Gospel lectern, he blesses himself) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

C:  Amen. 

B:  O Lord, maker and keeper of the universe, you established the foundations of the 
Holy Church upon Peter, head of the apostles, and upon his successors; you ordained 
priests and bishops for Her,  
and gave them the keys to the heights and depths; you placed within Her your 
mysteries to give you honor. 
Now bless this church and altar of Saint Maron in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

B:  (blessing the congregation)  +  Peace be with the Church and her children.  

C:  Glory be to God who dwells on high, and on earth peace, and good hope to people of 
good will.  

 (Phonetic) Al maj du lil la hi fil ‘ola / wa ‘a la l ardi ssalam / war ra ja oo ssa leh / li 
ba nee l bashar.   

�م، وا����ء ا����� ���� ا����ا���� � 
� ا�
�� و��� ا�رض � ا�

Prayer of Forgiveness 

B:  (placing incense in the thurible, he says:) 

To the glory and honor of the Most Holy Trinity. 

The Celebrant, or someone appointed by him, chants the Prayer of Forgiveness. Meanwhile, either the Celebrant, or another 
priest or deacon, incenses the cross three times three (in the middle, to the right, and to the left), the four corners of the altar, the 
clergy, and the congregation.  

B:  Let us raise glory, honor, and praise to the Wise Builder, who, by his grace and 

in his divine providence and mercy, built the Church to be an invincible and 

secure fortress and a tower of salvation, so that those who have been saved by 

his cross may find refuge in her. To the Good One be glory and honor, on this 

feast, and all the days of our lives, and forever. 
 

C:  Amen. 



B:  Blessed are you, O Christ! You established the spiritual Jerusalem as a holy Church 
and promised to be with her to the end of time, confirming her in holiness, 
strengthening her foundations on faith, and laying her stones with love, so the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against her. 

                  Today, as we celebrate the Consecration and Renewal of the Church, we cry out 
proclaiming: 

 Rise up and shine, O Church, for the Savior of the world has made you his dwelling! 

 Rise up and shine, O Church, for the mighty Redeemer has saved you by his 
victorious cross! 

 Rise up and shine, for the Holy Lord has chosen the saints from among your 
children. 

 Now, O Lord, we implore you, with the fragrance of this incense, to remember the 
Church you have built; protect your flock from evil, and grant rest to our departed in 
your kingdom, that we may glorify you, O Christ, Bridegroom of the Church, your 
exalted Father who sent you to redeem us, and your holy and living Spirit, now and 
forever.  

C:  Amen. 

SIT 

Hymn: Christ Our Lord  (Tune: Enono nouhro shareero) 

Christ our Lord, you have shown to us mercy from your holy heart/ You have 
taught us, through Saint Maroun, fervent love and sacrifice/ Grant to us a contrite 
heart, filled with faith and charity/ Sow in us the seeds of hope. Draw us to the 
heights above/ As we offer you our lives. 

B:     O Christ, you are the fragrant Chrism, we implore you to accept the fragrance of this   
         incense we offer you on the day of the consecration of the church and her dedication.  
         Keep her firm on the rock of truth. Keep her secure in peace at all times. Grant her children   
         to rejoice in the company of your saints in the celebration of your feasts. Grant wisdom and  
        divine knowledge to her shepherds so they may guide your people in your spirit. We  
        glorify and thank you, your father, and your Holy Spirit now and forever. 

 

C:    Amen. 

STAND 

Qadeeshat Aloho 
(You are holy, O God) 

The Celebrant and congregation sing the Qadeeshat three times, in Syriac. 

qa-dee-shat a-lo-ho.  

qa-dee-shat ha-yel-to-no.  

You are holy, O God.  

You are holy, O Strong One.  



qa-dee-shat lo-mo-yoo-to.  

 

it-ra-ham ‘a-lain. 

You are holy, O Immortal One.  

 

Have mercy on us. 

 
B:  Holy and immortal Lord,  

sanctify our minds and purify our consciences,  

that we may praise you with purity  

and listen to your Holy Scriptures.  

To you be glory, forever.  

C:          Amen. 

SIT 

Readings 

Psalm of the Readings 
Syriac: ramremain 

C:  He who rose on a Sunday made this day a feast so great,  
That the angels rejoicing join with men to celebrate. 

 

B:  Let all men and all angels filled with joy their voices raise  
From the tops of the mountains singing hymns in Sunday’s praise. 

 

All:   Like the ancient oblations which were pleasing in God’s sight,  
May our pray’rs bring Him comfort and our sacrifice delight. 

 

Epistle 

The reader stands at the Epistle lectern, while a server holds a lighted candle to the right of the lectern. The reader introduces the Epistle, saying: 
 

Reader:      A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. (Hebrews 9:11-15)         
                  Your blessing, Your Excellency. 
 
B:  Glory to the Lord of Paul and the apostles! + May the mercy of God descend upon 

the reader and the listeners, and upon this parish and her children, forever. 

Brothers and Sisters: 
When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through 
the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he 
entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but 
with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.  
For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 



without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the 
living God!  
For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, because a death has occurred that 
redeems them from the transgressions under the first covenant.  
 
The reader concludes by saying: 

Reader:      Praise be to God always! 

STAND 

Gospel 

Fetgomo 

All:  Alleluia! Alleluia! “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  (Matthew 16:18) 

C:        Alleluia! 

 
The Celebrant places incense in the thurible, and incenses the Book of Gospels three times three, while a deacon proclaims: 

Deacon:    Before the proclamation of the Gospel of our Savior, announcing life for our souls, 
we offer this incense and ask for your mercy, O Lord. 

B:  Peace be with you. 

C:       And with your spirit. 

B: From the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew, who 
proclaimed life to the world; let us listen to the proclamation of life and salvation for 
our souls. 

Deacon:  Remain silent, O listeners, for the holy Gospel is about to be proclaimed to you. 
Listen and give glory and thanks to the Word of the living God.  

The Gospel is now proclaimed (recited or chanted). (Mt 16:13-19) 

The Apostle wrote: 
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  
And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 



Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.”  
 
 The Celebrant concludes by blessing the congregation with the Book of Gospels, saying: 

B:     This is the truth! + Peace be with you. 

He kisses the Book of Gospels. 

C:      Praise thanksgiving and blessings to Jesus Christ, our Lord, for giving us his words of  
          life. 
 

 SIT 

Homily 

CONSECRATION OF THE CHURCH 

The Rite of Sprinkling the Walls and the Altar 

 with Holy Water 
 

The bishop walks through the church sprinkling the faithful and the entire church and the altar with holy water, as if to wash it 
clean. Meanwhile, the following is chanted: 

All:  Cleanse me with hyssop that I may be purified, 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. (Psalm 51) 
 

 

(Phonetic) 
Rous ‘alay b-zoufokh / w tdakhe halilayn beh / w men talgo ehwar 

 

The bishop stands at the altar and concludes the Rite of Sprinkling. He blesses the church with the hand cross, (in the 

center, and to the right, and to the left): 

B:        O God, the heavens proclaim your might and all the generations of earth sing 

your glory. In your mercy, consecrate and renew this church and altar, under 

the title of Saint Maron: 

In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit, + the 

beginning, end, and perfection of all that was and will be in heaven and on 

earth, the one, true, blessed, and exalted God without division, from whom 

comes life, forever. 



C:  Amen. 

Anointing the Door and the Walls of the Church with Sacred Chrism 
 

The bishop anoints the main door and the four walls of the church with Sacred Chrism, tracing the sign of the cross on them, as 
he proclaims each time: 

B:      This church of Saint Maron is signed and consecrated with the holy and life giving Chrism,  
          pride of the true and faithful Church. In the name of the Father, + 
 

C:     Amen. 

B:     And of the Son, + 

C:     Amen. 

B:     And of the Holy Spirit, + 

C:     Amen. 

The bishop washes his hands. 

Incensing the Door and the Walls of the Church 

The bishop places incense in the thurible and a priest incenses the main door and the four walls while all chant: 

All:   Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

The bishop concludes the Rites of Anointing and Incensing:  

B:               Faithful brothers and sisters: 

May the Lord be a tower of protection for you and for your blessed children. May he 
shower his favors and riches upon your homes and on the works of your hands. May 
the rays of his mercy and compassion shine upon you. May he deliver you from curse 
and anger, thirst and hunger, slavery and destruction. May he cast away envy and 
deceit, hatred and division. May he fill you with his mercy, security, peace, perfect 
love, and his blessings, all the days of your lives. May he accept your vows, 
offerings, and tithes. May he give rest to the souls of your departed and receive them 
in the heavenly Jerusalem, for ever. 

C:       Amen. 

Encircling the Walls of the Church with Red Ribbon 

The appointed priests encircle the church with a red ribbon to indicate that it has been consecrated while all chant: 

How lovely is your dwelling place (Psalm 84) 

(Fr. B. Ashqar.  Eng. Adapt. Fr. Elie Abi Chedid) 
 



How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul yearns, and faints for 
the courts of the Lord, my heart and my flesh sing with joy for the living God.                                             
The sparrow has found for himself a home and the swallow a nest for herself where 
she may have her young.  
How I yearn for a place near your altar, O lord of hosts, O my king and my God. 
Blessed are those who dwell in your house, for they will be forever and ever 
praising you.  

  )84!ـ"!ـ�ر ( �ـــــ� أ�ـــ
 �ــ�ـــ��ـ�ــــَــ�

  )ا�ب &ـ��ــ% ا�$ــ#ــ�(

تَشْتَاقُ وتــذوب نـــفــــســـي إِلَى دِيَارِ الرب ويـــرنـــم قَلْبِي وَلجـــســـمـــي . يَا رَب الْجُنُودِ !ـــــ� أ,ـــ+ !ــ�ـــ�*ـ�ــــَــ) 
 الْجُنُودِ اَلْعُصْفُورًُ  وَجَدَ لـــه مـــاوىً والـيـمـــامـــةُ  عُشّاً تَضَعُ فـــيـــــه أَفْ . للإِلَهِ الْحَي رَاخَهَا؛ مـــَـن لـــي بمَذَابِحَكَ يَا رَب

.طُوبَى لـــســـكـــّـان بَيْتِكَ فــإنـــهـــم لا يــبــرحــــون يـســبــّحــُـونــَــك َ . مَلِكِي وَإِلَهِي  

(Phonetic) 

Ma ahaba masa-kinika ya rabba jjonoudee. Tashtaku wa tazoubu nafsee ila diyaree 
rrabbee wa yorannimou qalbee wa jismee lil ilah l hay. Al ‘osfouru wajada lahu 
ma’wan wal yamamatu ‘oshan tada’ou feehee afrakhaha; man lee b mazabi-heeka. 
Ya rabba jjonoudee malikee wa ilahee. Touba l sokkanee baytika fa-innahom la 
yabrahouna yusabbi-hounaka.    

Blessing the Altar 

The bishop stands at the altar and blesses it with the hand cross while praying: 

B:  O Lord, bestow upon us the fullness of your grace. In the abundance of your mercy,  
      consecrate + this holy altar. Through your redeeming sacrifice, enable it to be a table  
      that gives life. Grant peace and forgiveness of sins to all the children of the holy Church,  
      the living and the departed, so that they may offer thanks to you, now and forever. 
 

C:   Amen. 

Incensing the Altar 

The bishop places incense in the thurible and he incenses the four sides of the altar, while all sing: 

Lover of the penitent          (Tune: Msheeho ntareh) 
 

 Lover of the penitent, show your mercy in our days; this pure incense Lord accept, 
that these priestly hands now raise, as gifts by the faithful children of your Church 
to atone and praise.  And as you received the ram sacrificed by Abraham, and from 



Aaron’s hands sweet perfumes from distant lands, Lord receive this incense which 
we pray may win mercy and release from sin. 

  )����و �طــَره: ��ن(  إ�ـ�ــَل �ــ� واد� ا��ـ��ـ�ـ�ـن

م �ــَك �ــِنَ ا�ـ�ــُؤ�ــِ�ـ�ـن أ�ـ�ــ�ءإ�ـ�ــَل �ـ� واد� ا�ـ
ـ��ـ�ـ�ـن �ــِ�ـ�ــُو �ــِ�ـ�ــَك وَ �ـذُو�ـ
ــَك ا�ـَ�ــ�ـ�  ـورَ ا�ـ�ــُ!ــَد�   
ـ�ـ� ورا�ــِ( )ھــُو
ــَكأر�ــ�ب  �ـ�ـ%ــَ
ــَـك �$َ�ـدي وَ-ــَ�ـ� �ـَ�ــِ�ـتَ �ــِرَأسِ . ا�ـ-ــَـ,ـ�ــُوت �ــِرِ*ــَـ�ك رَ�ـ�ـ

ور �ــُر��نَ ا�ـراھــِ�م �ــَ�ــِ�ـ�ــَك و0ــِ�ــِ/ �ــ ت �ــَك طــ�ــُوب ھــ�رُون -ــ�ھــِن 0ــَ%ـ�ــَك، �ــَ�ــَذ� ا�ـطـ�ـ � �ـذَ�
� �ــَو)�ــ� �ــِو3ــُور رَ�ــ�ــَـ
ــَـك ورُ�ـ� وارضَ �ــَ�ـ�ـ ـ�ـ� �ــَ�ـ�ـ .�ــَك رَ�ـ�ـ  

 

(Phonetic) 

Iqbal ya waada tta-ee-been bihnou hilmak wa-‘azoubtak albakhour l mouqa-

ddam lak mina l mou’mineen abnaa’  bee-‘a-tak b-aydee arbaa-bil kahnout l-

ree-dak rabbana w-rahit laahoutak / Wa kama qabilta brasee ttour qurbana 

braheem khalee-lak wshi-bih ma lazzat lak tyoub haaroun kahin sha’abak, 

yala-zzou lak rabbana bakhourna warda ‘a-nna mawlana biwfour rahmatak. 

Anointing the Altar with Sacred Chrism 

The bishop pours some of the Sacred Chrism in the center of the altar:  

     Bishop:  We implore you, O Lord God, to consecrate this altar under the title of Saint Maron. 
Perfect it with the unction of justice and the Sacred Chrism of your Spirit that it may 
become, through this divine anointing, a holy altar for the service of the spiritual 
sacrifice of your Body and Blood. O Lord our God, to you be glory, for ever. 

Cong:        Amen. 

The bishop anoints the center of the altar three times with Sacred Chrism saying once: 

B:        In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, + and of the Holy    Spirit. + 

C: Amen.  

All: Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

Then he anoints the four corners of the altar with the Sacred Chrism three times, saying each time: 

B: To the glory of God the Father. + 

C: Amen. 

B: To the honor of the Son. + 

C: Amen. 

B: And to the praise of the Holy Spirit +, the glorious Trinity, now and for ever. 
 

C: Amen. 

The bishop then blesses the congregation with the hand cross: 



B:      We, who have received the priesthood from your holy apostles, have consecrated this  
          altar, in the name of the Father, + and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit +. 
 

C:      Amen. 

The bishop washes his hands. Then he places incense in the thurible and a priest incenses the altar.  

All:   Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

Reverencing the Altar 

The bishop places the relic in the altar and it is covered with newly blessed linens. A crucifix and candles are then placed 

on the altar. The bishop and priests then reverence the altar. 

The bishop says the concluding prayer: 

B:   O Christ our Lord, you open the eyes of the blind and heal those who are sick, you free  
       those in prison and correct those who have gone astray. Now in your mercy, release us  
       from the chains of sin. With your strength, guide us on your paths, and in your grace which  
       we receive from your holy altar, perfect our lives. Make us worthy to please you, O Lord, to  
       keep your commandments, to do your will, and to profess your glorious Trinity, all the days  
       of our lives. O Lord our God, to you be glory, now and for ever. 

 

C:   Amen. 

Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible 
and invisible.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, born of 
the Father before all ages. God from God, Light form Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us 
men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 
of the Virgin Mary, and became man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried, and 
rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored 
and glorified, who has spoken through the Prophets.   
We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.  We confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and we look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRE-ANAPHORA 

 
Access to the Altar 
 

B:  Ee-tel-wot madeb-heh da-lo-ho wal-wot A-lo-ho dam-ha-deh tal-yoot   
Weh-no bsou-gho dty-boo-tokh eh-‘oo lel-by-tokh wes-ghoo-d behy-klo dqood-shokh. 



(I will go to the alter of God, God who gives joy to my youth.  In the abundance of your 
goodness, I will   enter your house, O Lord, and worship in your holy temple.)  

 

C: Bdeh-hel-tokh mor-yo da-ba-ryn wab-za-dee-qoo-tokh a-leh-fyn. 
(Guide me, O Lord, in your fear and instruct me in your justice.) 

 

B: Sa-laow ‘a-ly me-tool mo-ran 
(Pray to the Lord for me.) 

 

C: A-lo-ho nqa-bel qur-bo-nokh ou-net-tra-ham ‘a-lyn bas-loo-tokh 
(May the Lord accept your offering and have mercy on us through your prayer.) 
 

Transfer of the Offerings and their offering 
 

The Lord reigns (Syriac: Fsheeto) 
 

Alleluia! “I myself am Bread of Life” the Lord declared; “From on high I came to earth, to 
give the world life from the Father, pure word without flesh, and like a grain of the finest 
wheat.  Mary’s womb became for me a fertile garden; now priests carry me aloft up to the 
altars.” Alleluia!  Accept our offerings.   

 

Acceptance of the Offerings 
 

B: Almighty Lord and God, you accepted the offerings of our ancestors; now accept these  
     offerings that your children have brought to you out of their love for you and for your holy  
     name.  Shower your spiritual blessings upon them and, in place of their earthly gifts, grant  
     them life and your kingdom. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
Commemorations 
 
B:  As we remember our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ and his plan of salvation for us we     
      recall upon this offering all those who have pleased God from Adam to this day, especially  
      Mary, the Blessed Mother of God, Saint Joseph, Saint Maroun, Saint John Maroun, Saint   
      Charbel, Saint Rafqa and Saint Neemutallah. 
      Remember, O God, the children of the holy Church: Our fathers and mothers, and our  
      brothers and sisters, both the living and the departed. Remember also all those who share 
      with us today in this offering. 
 

C:     Amen. 
 

Incensation of the offerings (Syriac: Lmaryam yoldat aloho) 
 

Alleluia!  Honor Mary, Mother of our Lord and God, and with her remember all the righteous 
ones, prophets and apostles, martyrs and the priests, and the children of the Church, from age 
to age. 

  )ْ�َ�رَْ�مْ ُ��دَاتْ آ�وُھُو: ��ن(  �ـوِا�ــِدَة ا�ـ�ــ�



8ْــا��ءِ وَ ـ�ــِْ��ا6ذْراء ــَا6مُِ ا�% ا�ـ�ــ/ِ دَةِ ــِوا�ـِ � ،ھ��و�ــ� ــلِ وَا�ـر� ُ - ،رارْ ْـ وْقِ ا�6ــَـ، :ــ(ْ �ـَ ,ــَـ-ـدّامِ ا�ــُـ�ـداء وا�ـَ ,ـ�0  ل> أو)دِ ـ
ـ
ـ= ا�ـْ��ِ ــُْ/ �ـَ %ـ�ــِـ�ـا� .�رـذْ-ـ�ـ  

(Phonetic) 

Halelua, li-walidat Llahee l ommee l ‘azra, l-anbi-yaee wal-roslee wa-shohada, wal-khoddam 
l-kahana, jawq l-abrar, kollee awlad l-bee’a nohyee ttazkar. 

 

ANAPHORA OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES 
 

RITE OF PEACE 
 
Doxology 
 

B: Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer for peace 
 
B:   Merciful and Holy Lord and Father, through your only-begotten Son, you have prepared this  
       spiritual banquet for us. Accept the offering of this bloodless sacrifice and grant us the gift 
       of your Holy Spirit. Make us worthy to give one another the greeting of peace with pure  
       hearts and divine love, that we may raise glory and thanks to you,  to your  only Son, and to  
       your Holy Spirit, now and forever.        
 
C: Amen. 
 
Exchange of Peace 
  

The Bishop kisses the altar, places his hands on the offerings, then gives the peace, as he says: 

 
B: Peace to you, O Altar of God.  Peace to the Holy Mysteries placed upon you.  Peace to you,  
     O server of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Diaconal Proclamation 
 
Deacon: Let us give the greeting of peace to our neighbor with love and faith that are pleasing to  
              God.  
 

(The people exchange the greeting of peace with joined hands). 
 

Hymn of Peace 
 

Those who work for peace are truly blessed, the will be called the children of God. 
Prayer for the Imposition of Hands 
 



B: O Lord, May your peace and security, and your true love and divine mercy, be with us and  
      among us all the days of our lives, that we may raise glory and thanks to you, now and  
      for ever. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Veil 
 
B: O Lord, we bow before you and ask you to look upon us with mercy. Make us worthy to  
     approach your holy altar with pure hearts and holy souls and bodies, that we may raise glory                         
     and thanks to you, now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
 

EUCHARASTIC PRAYER 
 
Dialogue 
 
B: The love of God the Father + and the grace of the only-begotten Son + and the communion  
      and indwelling of the Holy Spirit + be with you, my brothers and sisters, forever. 
 
C: And with your spirit. 
 
B: Let us lift up our thoughts, our minds, and our hearts. 
 
C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
B: Let us give thanks to the Lord with reverence and worship him with humility. 
 
C: It is right and just. 
 
B:  Truly it is right and just to glorify and praise you, O God the Father, for you are holy and the  
      giver of life. You are blessed, with your only-begotten Son and your living Holy Spirit. You  
      are surrounded by the cherubim and seraphim, who sing with pure voices and heavenly  
      melodies. They cry out, glorify, and proclaim: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Holy, holy, holy mighty Lord, God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of your great glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who has come and will come in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

وســــ�ُ  د�  
) ا6ب ا?ـ�ـ�طـ�ـوس <ــ�دق(  

 

وسٌ  � أْ�تَ  ،)11(ُ�د� ب� ا�َ!وِي� إ�ُ/ ا�<� ـ .�ؤوتــا�ر� � 3= ــ�ـو0َـ%ـھُ  .�ء وا6رضُ َ���وُءَ
�نِ ِ�نْ َ�ْ:دِكَ ا�َ%ظ�مـــــ�ـأ��8



.)3( ـــــ%ــــ�ــــــBا�  

(Phonetic) 
Qouddouson (11) anta rrabbu l qaweeyyou ilahou ssabaoth. Assama wal ardou mamlou-atanee 

min majdika l ‘azeem; housha’na housha’na housha’na fee l ‘oula (2) 
housha’na fee l ‘oula. 

 
B: Holy, holy, holy are you, God the Father, full ; holy is your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ;  
     and holy is your life-giving Spirit. You are holy and the giver of all that is good. For our  
     salvation, your only-begotten Son became flesh of the pure Virgin Mary, and by his divine  
     plan he saved and redeemed us.  
 

Institution Narrative (in Aramaic) 
 
 W-byaw-mo how daq-dom ha-sho-dee-leh ma’-bed 

hay-eh  
 Nsa-bel-lah mo be-daw qa-dee-sho-to. 
  
 w-ba-rekh w-qa-desh waq-so 
 w-ya-bel-tal-mee-dow- kad o-mar: 
  
 Sab a-khool me-neh kul-khoon: 
 Ho-no den ee-taw faghro deel 
 Dah-lo-fy-koun wah-lof sagee-yeh 
 Me-teq-seh w-meh-tee-heb 
 Lhoo-so-yo-dhaw-beh wal-ha-yeh dal-‘o-lam ‘ol-meen. 
 
 And on the day before his life-giving passion,  
 He took bread in his holy hands. 
 He blessed, sanctified, and broke it, 
 And gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take this, all of you, and eat it of it, 
 For this is my body which is broken and given  
 for you and for many 
 For the forgiveness of sins and for eternal life. 
 
C: Amen 

 
 Ho-kha-no ‘al ko-so dam-zeegh wo 



 Men ham-ro ou-men ma-yo 
 Ba-rekh w qadesh 
 Ou-ya-be-tal-me-dow kad o-mar: 
  
 Sab esh-tow me-neh kul-khoon: 
 Ho-no den ee-tow dmo deel 
 Dee-ya-tee-qee-hda-to 
 Dah-lo-fy-koon wah-lof sa-gee-yeh 
 Me-te-shed w meh-tee-heb 
 Lhoo-so-yo dhaw-beh wal-ha-yeh dal-o’-lam ‘ol-meen. 
 
 In a similar way, over the chalice of wine mixed with 

water ,       He blessed and sanctified it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: 

 Take this, all of you, and drink from it,  
 For this is my blood of the new covenant,  
 Which will be poured out and given  
 For you and for many  
 For the forgiveness of sins and for eternal life. 
 
 
C: Amen 
 

Memorial of the plan of the Son (Anamnesis) 
  

B:  Whenever you eat this bread and drink from this cup, you do so in memory of me until I  
      come again.  
 
C:  We remember your death, O Lord. We profess your resurrection. We await your second  
      coming. We implore your mercy and compassion. We ask for the forgiveness of sins. May  
      your mercy rest upon us. 
 
B: O Lord, Lover of all people, we remember your plan of salvation and we ask you to have  
     mercy on your worshippers and to save your inheritance when you appear at the end of time  
     to reward all people justly according to their deeds. For this, your church implores you, and  
     through you and with you, implores your Father, saying: 

             
 
C: Have mercy on us, Almighty Father, have mercy on us. 



 
B: O Lord, as we, your sinful children, receive your graces, we thank you for them and  
     because of them. 
 
C: We praise you. We bless you. We adore you. We glorify you. We profess our faith in you and  
     we ask you: Have compassion on us, O God. Have mercy on us and hear us. 
 
 

Invocation of the Holy Spirit (Epiclesis) 
 
Deacon: How awesome is this moment, my beloved, for the living Holy Spirit descends and rests    
               upon this offering for our sanctification. Let us stand with reverence as we pray: 
 
B: Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us.  Send your life-giving Spirit from heaven to  
     hover over this offering, to make it the life-giving Body and Blood, and to pardon and  
     sanctify us. 
 

Hear us O Lord; hear us, O Lord, hear us, O Lord.  And may your living Holy Spirit come 
and rest upon us and upon this offering. 

 
C: Kyrie eleison; Kyrie eleison; kyrie eleison. 

 
B: That by his descent he may make this bread + the Body of Christ our God. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
B:  And make the mixture in this chalice + the Blood of Christ our God. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
B:  May these holy Mysteries be for the forgiveness of sins, the healing of souls and bodies, and  
      the strengthening of consciences, so that none of your faithful may perish.  Rather, make us  
      worthy to live by your Spirit and lead a pure life, and we raise glory to you, now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
Intercessions 
 
Priest:  We offer you, O Lord God, this divine sacrifice for your Church, especially for our  
             fathers and shepherds: N., Pope of Rome, N. Peter, our Patriarch of Antioch, N., our  
             Bishop, and all the bishops of the true faith. With blameless lives and with purity and  
             holiness, may they guide your Church and present to you a faithful people who honor  
             your name.  We pray to you, O Lord. 
 
 



C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Other intercessions … 
 
B: Grant us pardon, O God, and forgive us and the departed + so that your blessed name may be  
     glorified in us and in all things, with the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of your living  
     Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 
C: As it was, is now, and shall be forever.  Amen. 

 
COMMUNION RITE 

 

Hymn: You have united O Lord (Maronite liturgy) 
 

  You have united, O Lord, your divinity with our humanity and our humanity with 
your divinity; Your life with our mortality and our mortality with your life.  You 
have assumed what is ours, and you have given us what is yours, for the life and 
salvation of our souls. To you be glory forever. 

 
Fraction, Consignation, Intinction, Commixture, and Elevation 
 
Fraction 
 

We have believed, and we have offered, and now we seal + and break this oblation, the 
heavenly bread, the living body of the Word, who is the Living God. 

 
Consignation 
 

We sign this chalice of salvation and thanksgiving with the forgiving ember which glows 
with heavenly mysteries 

 
in the name of the + Father, the Living One for the living; and of the only +, the Holy One, 
begotten of him, the Living One for the living; and of Holy Spirit +, the beginning, the end, 
and the perfection of all that was and will be in heaven and on earth; the one, true, and 
blessed God without division from whom comes life forever. 

 
Commixture 
 

The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is sprinkled on his holy Body, in the name of the Father 
+, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit +. 

 
Elevation 
 

All:  O Lord, you are the pleasing Oblation, who offered yourself for us. You are the  



        forgiving Sacrifice, who offered yourself to your Father.  You are the High Priest, who  
        offered yourself as the Lamb.  Through your mercy, may our prayer rise like incense  
        which we offer to your Father through you. To you be glory forever. 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer and Penitential Rite 
 
B: Compassionate Lord, may we, your lowly servants, be made worthy to pray with purity and  
     holiness and to call upon you, saying: 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as  
       we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
       from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.   
 
 
B: Yes, O Lord, Lover of all people, deliver us from the Evil One and from his deceitful ways,  
     and do not forsake us lest temptation overcome us, for yours is the kingdom, with your only  
     Son and your Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
B: Peace be with you. 
 
C: And with your spirit. 
 
Deacon: Bow your heads, before the God of mercy, before his forgiving altar, and before the  
              Body and Blood of our Savior, who gives life to those who partake of him, and receive  
              the blessing from the Lord. 
 
B: O Lord, bless your faithful people who bow before you.  Deliver us from all harm and make  
     us worthy to share in these Divine Mysteries, with purity and holiness, that through them we  
     may be forgiven and made holy, and we raise glory to you, now and forever. 
 
 
C: Amen. 
 
B: + The grace of the most Holy Trinity, eternal and consubstantial, be with you, my brothers  
        and sisters, forever. 
 
C: And with your spirit. 
 
Deacon: Let each one of us look to God with reverence and humility and ask him for mercy and  
              compassion. 
 

Invitation to Communion 



 
B: Holy gifts for the holy, with perfection, purity, and sanctity. 
 
C: One Holy Father, one Holy Son, one Holy Spirit. Blessed be the name of the Lord, for he is  
      one in heaven and on earth; to him be the glory for ever. 
 
Preparation for communion 
 
All:  Make us worthy, O Lord God, so that our bodies may be sanctified by your holy Body and  
       our souls purified by your forgiving Blood. May our communion be for the forgiveness of  
       our sins and for new life. O Lord our God, to you be glory, forever. 
 

Communion of the People 
 

Your heavenly Bread 
(Fr. Elie Abi Chedid) 

 
Grant us O Lord   through your heavenly bread 
Strength and tenderness  pure love and peacefulness 
O Bread of life  O Light of life 
Enter our hearts   renew in us life 
-Lord of universe  redeemer of mankind 
 Bestow by your bread  your pardon and consent 
-Saving Banquet   to all who are called 
 Nourishment of souls  your flesh precious 
-O how delightful!   And beautiful you are! 
 What joy to encounter you!  O source of life to all 

 �ــُ�ـــــُ�كَ �� �ــَـ�ـــــ�ع
)ا�ب إ.ـ�ــ/ــ� أ&ــ� $ــ�.ـ�(  
 

 ُ?ــ�ــــُ"كَ .� .�ـــــــ�ع أ�ـ;ـِ�� !� 
ــــ/ـ:    ِ!3 9ـّ�ةٍ و,ـــ�ــ�ن     ِ!3 ,ــ+ٍّ و1ـــــ�م               

�ــ�ـــ�ة      أدُُ�� �ـُ���ــَ��ــــ�ــــ�ة      ��  ـ�رَ ا���ــــــ�ة�� ُ��ــــَ� ا�د !��� ا �ـــــ�      $ــ#ِّ  

�ــــ�ن      ھـَــ�ـ�ـ� &�Bُـــــِ"ك     ا�A�ََ� وا�ِ�@�انDEدي ا�
 .� ربَّ ا�*ـ�ان            .� 

.N 3ــِـMاءٌ �ـKرواح        ��ــَـُ�كَ ا�ـIَ�ـــ/3  !ـ�Sــ�ةُ ?ــ�ص         �QُِـPِّ ا�َ���ــــ�ِّ

  Tَـــُ#/ـــ� كطـ�&ـ� .ـ� !ـ� أ&ـVـ�كَ   .ـ� ُ!Xـ/ـِـــَ� ا�ـ�ـُـAـــ�س    .ـ� !� أ$ـVــ�كَ       

(Phonetic) 
Khoubzouka ya Yasou’ 

 

*Khoubzouka ya Yasou’ a’tina ma feeh Min qowwatin wa hanan min hobbin 
wa salam 



Refrain: Ya khobza l hayat / ya noura l hayat / odkhol qouloubana / jaddid 
feena l hayat 

*Ya rabba  l  akwan / ya  fadee  l  insan / habna b khobzika / assafha    warridwan 

*Maeedatou khalas / likol l-mad’ouween / gheeza,on lil -arwah / jasaduka   
  thamin 
*Ya  ma   ashhaka /  ya    ma    abhaka  / Ya  moh - yeya  nnoufous /  tabat lokyaka  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

O Bread of life (Maronite traditional) 

*O bread of life, O food of souls, God’s joy unsealed, the Son of God , now Son of 

man, God’s love revealed. The angels stand before your face with awe and 

fear; how then shall we poor sinful men dare draw so near? 

*The ocean depths of God’s great love became a flood the night He gave his 

precious food, his flesh and blood; our bodies take, our souls receive this 

awesome Lord.  O mystery that shows how God should be adored! 

*For mercy come with rev’rent love, O penitent, to God who gives, and given 

is, in sacrament; my hope, my grace, my happiness, God’s only Son; receiving 

you is promise of salvation won. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Your Body is our food 
(Msgr. M. Labaky) 

 

Your Body is our food indeed O Lord, Your Blood is our drink indeed O 
Lord, blessed are they who partake of them both. 

*I am the vine said the Son of God, you are the branches joined to me, be as true 
branches and dwell in me, that you still may fruitful be. 

*Like those who go through a desert place looking for water everywhere so does 
my heart also lean on you;  You who watch with tender care. 

*They who have eaten the bread of life who have partaken of God’s wine, gain for 
themselves everlasting life find in this world joy divine. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Blessing with the Mysteries 
 

B: Again and again we thank you, O Lord, and raise glory to you, for giving us your Body to eat  



       and your living Blood to drink.  O Lover of all people, have mercy on us. 
  
C: Have mercy on us, O Lord. O compassionate and merciful One, O Lover of all people, have 
     mercy on us. 
                                          

THANKSGIVING 
 

B: We thank you, Lord God and Father, and we ask that this divine Communion be for the  
     forgiveness of sins and the glory of your holy name, and that of your only Son and of your  
     Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
B: Peace be with you. 
 
C: And with your spirit. 
 
B: Lord Jesus, our God and Savior, you became flesh for our sake and by sacrificing yourself  
     you saved us.  Deliver us from damnation and make us temples of your holy name, for we are  
     your people and your inheritance.  We glorify and honor you, your Father, and your Holy  
     Spirit, now and forever.  
 
C: Amen. 
 

SOLEMN BLESSING 
 
B: Lord God, you are good, merciful, and compassionate; you accepted the sacrifices and 
offerings of Abel your humble one, Abraham your friend, Melchizedek your servant, and all the 
patriarchs of old. Then you accepted the offerings of the Apostles, the Fathers of the Church, the 
Martyrs, and those who believed in your name and pleased you by their works. Now, O Lord, in 
your mercy and compassion, accept this holy sacrifice that we have offered, and through it grant: 
 

Forgiveness to sinners, Amen. 
 Health to the sick, Amen. 
 Hope to the broken hearted, Amen. 
 Consolation to the grieving, Amen. 
 Rest to the departed; Amen. 
 Freedom to captives, Amen. 
 Companionship to travelers; Amen. 
 Guidance to those who are far, Amen. 
 And protection to those who are near. Amen. 
 

O Lord, may your merciful right hand bless + this country, this place, and those who live 
here and believe in your name.  Keep them from times of trouble and from deep sorrow. 
Deliver them from dangerous temptations and whatever moght harm their bodies and 
endanger their souls. Guide our civil leaders who believe in your holy name.  Forgive my 



sins and the sins of this community through the intercession of Our Lady, Mother of the 
Light, Saint John the Baptist, Saint Maron and all the saints, O Father + Son + and Holy  
Spirit + to whom be glory, forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn 
 

O God of all nations 

(Comp: Msgr. Y. Shemaly, music: Fr. I. Sadek Adapt Fr. E. Abi Chedid) 

O God of all nations, we exalt Your might / we maintain our vows, Your standard 
hold high 

Glory of kings and cedar immortal, hope of the faithful, Your will is our desire. 
 

God of all peoples, and harbor safe, possessor of all hearts, to You is the royal staff. 
In our weakness we aspire to the throne of Your kingdom, and fortress.  

----------------------------------------------- 

 وبِ ــُــ#ـا�� �َ ـــ�إ

 واكْ ـ* �ِ ــ�ـ#و�ُ  ودَ ـا�#( �)ـونُ      'كْ ـ%ُ  دُ ـ�ـ��ُ  وبِ ـا��ـ# �َ ـ�إ

 �كْ ــر1 �ـ��ـ�ـ�ُ  �دِ ـا�#� �ءَ ـر/     دْ ـو�ــُا�+ وأرزَ  وكِ ـا��� رَ ـ,+

ُ ا�! كَ ـ���    �نْ ـرB8 ا�6و�َ  وبِ ـ%ـا�0 /َ ـا�   �نْ ـا�<ـو�: �كَ  وبِ ـ�ـ

ُ � رشِ ـَ B �إ� �كْ ـ�ـوَ�ِ  كـ�-ِ ــ ً B �%ـ8ـ%و�َ  �فُ ـ%ا�*ِ  نُ ـو��       �  

(Phonetic) 

Ilaha  shou-‘oubee   noushee-dou    ‘oulak  nasounou l ‘ouhouda wa  
no’lee liwaak 

Fakhra-l-moulou-kee wa arza-l-khouloud  raja-a -l-‘eebadee   mounana   
reedaak 
 

Ilaha     shou‘oubee    wa      marsa   -l-  aman     maleeka l qouloubee    laka    
ssawlajan 

Wa  nahnou  ddee‘aafou   wa   nas-‘a   ma-‘an   ila     ‘arshee    molkeka    wa    
heemak 

------------------------------------------------------ 



 

 

 



 

 

 


