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St Maron Maronite Catholic Church  
7032 Bowden Rd. Jacksonville, FL 32216 

Divine Liturgy: Wed: 11:00 am; Thu 6:00pm:  

Rosary - Mass - Adoration. Sunday: 11:00am 

OFFICE HOURS:  Tue thru Fri 9 AM - 2 PM  

Tel: (904) 448-0203 

Email:  stmaronjax@comcast.net  

website: www.stmaronjax.com   

Facebook: stmaronjax 

Pastor:   Rev. Raymond Khallouf   

Deacon: Elias Shami 

 

            PA R I S H  S C H E D U L E  

S U N DAY  L I T U R G Y  |  a t  1 1 : 0 0  A M                

Season of The  
Glorious Epiphany 
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The registration is closed and we’re ready for our region's 2025 Eparchial 
MYO Retreat! This retreat is open to all parishes in our South and Far 
South regions. We had a beautiful retreat last year and hope to have even 
more parishes represented this time around!  
Eight children from our parish “St. Maron church” are participating this 
year along with three chaperones. We hope it will be a blessed spiritual 
retreat for everyone.  
 

Registration is closed last January 20th! 
 

Retreat Check-In: Saturday, February 15 at 2pm 

Retreat Check-Out: Monday, February 17 at 2pm 
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Addresse Update 

In order to keep our church records 

up to date for  mailing purposes, 

please let us know if you have 

changed your address.  

You can send an updated address to 

stmaronjax@comcast.net  

MYO & MYA Directors Assignments: 
Due to the busy schedule of Elie Assi as Director of MYA and 

Angela Naddaf as Director of MYO and their many preoccupations, 

Sarah Saghbini was appointed by Father Raymond as the new Director of MYA and 

Sherine Akl as the new Director of MYO. 

We pray and ask God to grant everyone success in their lives and in their valuable 

services to our parish of St. Maron for the Glory of God. 

Parish News 

Sponsor the Sunday Coffee Hour  

Sponsor the Sunday Coffee Hour by Donating Sweets We are 
looking for generous people that are willing to sponsor the 
Sunday coffee hour by providing coffee, sweets or cookies to 
be shared after the Divine Liturgy. It would be nice if you 
sponsor on the Sunday that the Liturgy is for your family or  

loved ones. There are 52 Sundays a year to be covered by all 
of us.  

If you are interested, please call joyce Bahri or the parish office.  

Any donation from the Sunday sweets goes to the kitchen equipment and hall needs 
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Parish News 

Before An Icon 

Prayer for Vocations   

O heavenly Father, we pray for an increase in vocations to the 

priesthood and  religious life for the service of your holy people. We 

ask you to send more Holy laborers into your vineyard through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, Saint Maron, Saint Sharbel and all the 

saints. Amen.  
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Parish News 

    BIBLE STUDY AT HOME     

If any family wishes to have a 

bible study at home, please call 

the office at (904)448-0203 or 

meet with Fr. Raymond to 

schedule a convenient time... 
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                       Life of Saint Maroun 

Saint Maroun, born in the middle of the 4th century was a priest who latter 

became a hermit, retiring to a mountain of Taurus near Antioch. His holiness 

and miracles attracted many followers, and drew attention throughout the 

empire. St John of Chrysostom sent him a letter around 405 AD expressing 

his great love and respect asking St Maroun to pray for him.  

The Maronite Movement 

St Maroun is considered the Father of the spiritual and monastic movement now called the 

Maronite Church. This movement had a profound influence on Northern Syria and Lebanon. 

Saint Maroun spent all of his life on a mountain in the region of Cyrrhus in Syria. It is believed 

that the place was called "Kefar-Nabo" on the mountain of Ol-Yambos, making it the cradle of 

the Maronite movement.  

The Maronite movement reached Lebanon when St Maroun's first disciple Abraham of Cyrrhus 

who was called the Apostle of Lebanon, realised that paganism was thriving in Lebanon, so he 

set out to convert the pagans to Christians by introducing them to the way of St Maroun. The 

followers of St Maroun, both monks and laity, always remained faithful to the teachings of the 

Catholic Church.  

Spirituality 

St Maroun's way was deeply monastic with emphasis on the spiritual and ascetic aspects of 

living. For Saint Maroun, all was connected to God and God was connected to all. He did not 

separate the physical and spiritual world and actually used the physical world to deepen his faith 

and spiritual experience with God.  

St Maroun embraced the quiet solitude of the mountain life. He lived his life in open air exposed 

to the forces of nature such as sun, rain, hail and snow. His extraordinary desire to come to know 

Gods presence in all things, allowed St Maroun to transcend such forces and discover that 

intimate union with God. He was able to free himself from the physical world by his passion and 

fervour for prayer and enter into a mystical relationship of love with God.  

Mission 

St Maroun was a mystic who started this new ascetic-spiritual method that attracted many 

people in Syria and Lebanon to become his disciples. Accompanying his deeply spiritual and 

ascetic life, he was a zealous missionary with a passion to spread the message of Christ by 

preaching it to all he met. He sought not only to cure the physical ailments that people suffered, 

but had a great quest for nurturing and healing the "lost souls" of both pagans and Christians of 

his time.  

This missionary work came to fruition when in the mountains of Syria; St Maroun was able to 

convert a pagan temple into a Christian Church. This was to be the beginning of the conversion 

of Paganism to Christianity in Syria which would then influence and spread to Lebanon. After 

his death in the year 410 AD, his spirit and teachings lived on through his disciples. 
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Parish News

BLESSING OF HOMES ON EPIPHANY   

Epiphany means to make known or manifest. 

So for the Maronites, Epiphany is about the 

revelation (the making known) that God is a  

Trinity of Person (Father, Son & Holy Spirit), 

which occurs at the Baptism of Jesus.  So on 

the Epiphany, Jan. 6th, (actually on Sunday 

Jan. 5th) in commemoration of Christ’s 

Baptism we will bless water, which is to be 

used to bless your homes, People, cars or 

religious objects during the year...  Please 

bring a container to carry some Holy Water 

home on Sunday 5th, and then you may say 

the prayer below and sprinkle the Holy Water 

about your house, blessing it for the New Year. 

Prayer of Blessing  

Glory be to the Father and the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.  

+  O Lord and mighty God, hear us and send from heaven your holy angel to bless 

and protect those who dwell in this house, through Christ our Lord, to whom is due 

glory and praise.   

May His mercy be upon us all, now and forever.  Amen.  

 (Sprinkling the Holy Water about the house)    

“Cleanse me with hyssop and I shall be pure.      

 Wash me , and I shall be whiter than snow.” 

“O Lord, save your people, and bless + your inheritance.   

Feed them, and carry them forever.” Amen (Psalm 28:9) 
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Parish News 
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U P C O M I N G   2 n d  C O L L E C T I O N S  -  Ye a r  2 0 2 5  

January 26, 2025 United States Catholic Bishops’ Worldwide Charities 

March 3 - April 18  

Lent 
Eparchial Charities Appeal 

April 18, 2025 

(Good Friday) 
Holy Land Collection 

April 17, 2025 

(Easter) 
Pastor’s Collection (this collection goes to charity) 

April 27, 2025 Catholic Home Missions Appeal 

May 4, 2025  

Feast of O. L.O.L

  

National Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon 

June 1, 2025 Catholic Communications Campaign 

June 29, 2025 

Feast of Sts.Peter 

& Paul  

Holy Father’s Collection (Peter’s Pence) 

Sept. 7, 2025 Catholic University of America & Maronite Seminary 

October 19, 2025 World Mission Sunday (formerly, Propagation of the Faith) 

November 9, 2025 Maronite Patriarchal Charities 

December 25, 

2025 (Christmas) 
Pastor’s Collection (this collection goes to charity) 
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Epistle Readers February 2025 

 
English Arabic Readings 

Sun Feb 2 Ralph Rizk & Family Ralph Rizk & Family Rom 9:30-10:4 

Sun Feb 9 Briana Naddaf Camille Naddaf 2 Tim 3:10-17 

Sun Feb 16 Barakat Family Barakat Family Heb 12:18-24 

Sun Feb 23 Karam Family Karam Family 1Thes 5:1-11  

If for any reason you cannot make it or you would like to trade assignments with 
someone else, please contact Mr. Elie Assi. 

      DATE * L I T U R G Y  I N T E T I O N S *      From 

                                           
                                              Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions   

 
Sun Feb 2 Available  

Sun Feb 9 Available  

Sun Feb 16 1-year memorial Mass for Mrs. 
Melia Barakat 

Req by/ Mrs. Brigitte Barakat 
& family 

Sun Feb 23 1-year memorial Mass for Mrs. 
Marie Karam 

Req by/ Mrs. Bernadette 
Karam & family 



13 

 

EPARCHY’S CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
      1 

St. Pionius 
and His 

Companion
s 

2 

Presentation 
of Christ in 
the Temple 

4th Sunday 
after 
Epiphany  

3 

St. Simeon the 

Elder and St. 

Anna the 

Prophetess  

4 

St. Isidore of 

Pelusium  

5 

St. Agatha  

6 

St. Proclus, 
Bishop  of 
Smyrna  

7 

Pope St. 
Anterus I 
( +236)  

8 

Zechariah 
the Prophet 

9 

St. Maron  

Sunday of the 
Priests  

10 

St. Apollonia  

11 

St. 

Charalampus 

Our Lady of 

Lourdes  

12 

St. Meletius of 
Antioch  

13 

St. Catherine 
de Ricci 

St. Beatrice of 
Ornacieux  

14 

Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius,  

St. Valentine 
the Priest  

15 

Sts. 
Faustinus 
and Jovita,  

The 
21Coptic 
Martyrs of 
Libya  

16 

Sunday of the 
Righteous and 
Just  

St. Theodore 
the Soldier  

17 

St. Agapitus, 
Bishop of 
Synnada  

Presidents' 
Day  

18 

Pope St. Leo 
the Great, 
Doctor of the 
Church (+461)  

19 

The 500 
Martyrs of 
Tyre  

20 

St. James, the 
Hermit of 
Cyrrhus  

21 

St. 
Eustathius, 
Patriarch of 
Antioch  

22 

Establishme
nt of the 
Chair of St. 
Peter in 
Antioch 

23 

Sunday of the 
Faithful 
Departed  

St. Polycarp of 
Smyrna  

24 

St. Margaret 
the Penitent  

25 

Pope St. Felix 
ill (+492)  

26 

St. Alexander, 
Patriarch of 
Alexandria  

27 

St. Th.alaleus, 
Disciple of 
St.Maron,  

St. Gregory of 
Narek, Doctor 
of the Church  

28 

Sts. Koura 
and  Marana, 
Disciples of 
St.Maron  
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Sacrament of Baptism  (And Chrismation) 

The Sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated on Sunday after the 
11:00 am Liturgy. Other times may be arranged with the priest. Please 
contact the  parish office with any recent births so we may note them in 
our bulletin.     

Sacrament of Marriage 

Preparation for Pre-Cana and arrangements for the Sacrament of 

Marriage must be made with the priest at least 6 months prior to your 
anticipated wedding date. 
weddings will not be celebrated in any other church but at St. 
Maron’s 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  (Penance) 

Fr. Raymond is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation before and 
after each Liturgy or by appointment. Remember, Christ is present in the 
participation of the Sacrament. When you confess your sins directly to 
God you miss out on receiving a beautiful Grace.                                         
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

If you anticipate a procedure or surgery, and would like to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, contact the parish office to make 
arrangements. Fr. Raymond will be happy to come and anoint you or a 
loved one in their affliction. 

Communion to the Homebound  

If you or your loved one is homebound and wish to receive Holy 
Communion, please contact the  parish office to arrange a visit. Fr. 
Raymond is waiting for your call and will be glad to serve this Mystery.  

 

 

Vocations 

Do you feel as though God is calling you to serve him as a Priest or a 
Sister? If you are trying to discern your vocation, Fr. Raymond would be 
happy to meet with you to discuss. 

 

Mass Intentions  

Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions. Please let us know 
early of your intentions in order to make mention of it in the bulletin. 
See or call Fr. Raymond. 

  


