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St Maron Maronite Catholic Church  
7032 Bowden Rd. Jacksonville, FL 32216 

Divine Liturgy: Wed: 11:00 am; Thu 6:00pm:  

Rosary - Mass - Adoration. Sunday: 11:00am 

OFFICE HOURS:  Tue thru Fri 9 AM - 3 PM  

Tel: (904) 448-0203 

Email:  stmaronjax@comcast.net  

website: www.stmaronjax.com   

Facebook: stmaronjax 

Pastor:   Rev. Raymond Khallouf   

Retired Deacon: Elias Shami 

            PA R I S H  S C H E D U L E  

S U N DAY  L I T U R G Y  |  a t  1 1 : 0 0  A M                

Season of the 
Glorious Pentecost 
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Parish News 

The Life of Saint Sharbel  

In May 8, 1828, Saint Sharbel Makhlouf was born in   Bekaa Kafra; 

which is a small mountain village in the north of Lebanon.  He was 

baptized on August 16, 1828 with the name of Youssef Antoun Makhlouf.  

When he was 23, he left his family and village to begin his first year of 

novitiate in the monastery of Mayfouk. There,  he embraced  the name 

“Sharbel” in honor of a second century martyr in the Antiochene Church. 

After his second year of novitiate,  he professed his monastic vows of 

chastity, poverty and obedience on November 1, 1853. 

 

He obtained his theology formation at the Saints Cyprian and Justina monastery between the years 

1853 and 1859. Saint Sharbel was ordained priest of the Lebanese Maronite Order on July 23, 

1859 . He lived 16 years in the  Annaya monastery, praying and working in the fields with the 

other monks. He was unhesitatingly obedient to his superiors, faithfully observed all the rules, and 

lived a life of sacrifice under austere conditions. 

February 15, 1875 was the first day he decided to live a life as a hermit. During his 23 years as a 

hermit, his life was full of praying, worshipping, thinking, and laboring in the fields. He never 

departed the hermitage except by petition of his superiors who would ask him to go out to heal the 

sick, even casting out demons.  

While celebrating the Divine Liturgy on December 16, 1898, he suffered a stroke. He died on 

Christmas Eve, 1898, and was buried at the monastery on a very cold and snowy day. Following 

his death, people started to report seeing lights around his tomb. The Church authorities opened 

the tomb and discovered Saint Sharbel’s body incorrupt and releasing sweat and blood. 

 

On April 15, 1899, the Maronite Patriarch permitted his body to be transferred to a special coffin 

inside the monastery. People began to journey to his tomb praying for his intercession and God 

granted people to receive spiritual blessings and physical healings. Saint Sharbel’s coffin and 

tomb had to be changed several times through the years because his body was exuding sweat and 

blood. On July 24, 1927, the body was transferred to a third tomb. 

 

In 1950, Saint Sharbel’s tomb was opened by certified doctors, an official committee from 

the Church, and official members of the Lebanese government, who could validate the body’s 

miraculous condition after so many years. The doctors wrote a medical report and placed inside 

the coffin. It’s a miracle that Saint Sharbel’s body resumed to bleed and perspire for sixty-five 

years after he had passed away.                                                         Saint Sharbel, pray for us 

https://www.familyofsaintsharbel.org/uploads/1/2/4/2/124289884/brief_history_of_the_maronite_church.pdf
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Parish News 

Religious Education Program 
 

Registration for 2026-2027 
 

Dear Parents,  
  

It’s time to register for 2026-2027 Religious Education Program and First Communion!   

The First Communion classes are for two years of Studying the word of God. It’s typically 

for 1st and 2nd graders. The Religious Education program is for 3rd to 8th graders.  

 

I request you to fill the Registration Form and return before August 15, 2026. Our academic 

year will begin Sunday September 6, 2026 to Sunday April 25, 2027 from 10.00 am to 

10.45 am at the Church Hall.  

 

There is a one-time annual registration fee to meet various expenses towards textbooks, 

workbook, study materials, expenses for various activities to be organized during the year. 

Our teachers are volunteering their valuable time to teach and will continue to do so. 

Children currently registered for the Religious Education Program and First Communion 

must also re-register for 2026- 2027. Below is the fee structure:  

  

One child: $35.00  

Two children: $60.00  

Three children: $70.00  

   

Please do not feel obligated to donate. We happily welcome all children.  

For safety reasons, all children must have a registration form on file. 

  

The Registration Form can be found on the church website www.stmaronjax.com  by 

hovering over the resource tab and clicking on religious education. There is a red link to 

the form at the bottom of the page.  

Please complete and return the Registration Form by email to stmaronjax@comcast.net 

or drop off the form to the Church Office along with a check payable to St. Maron 

Church at:  

7032 Bowden Rd. Jacksonville, Fl 32216. 

   

With sincere prayers, 
Father Raymond Khallouf. 
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Parish News 

prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

“St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be 
our protection against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil 
spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin 
of souls. Amen”. 

" 
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Addresse Update 

In order to keep our 
church records up to date 
for  mailing purposes, 
please let us know if you 
have changed your ad-
dress.  

You can send an updated 
address to 
stmaronjax@comcast.net  

Maronite Youth Organization (MYO)  

- All youth ages 12 - 17 are invited to join St. Maron’s 
MYO. For more information or membership Please 
contact : Mrs. Sherine Akl (Leader of MYO) at: (919) 
624-5746 or Fr. Raymond. 
- I ask all parents to encourage their children to attend 
all meetings and events held by MYO for their 
spiritual and social benefit. 

Parish News 

Maronite Young Adults (MYA)  

 All Adults ages 18 - 35 are invited to join St. Maron’s 
MYA. You are the future of our parish and we depend 
on you. 

 I ask all parents to encourage their children to attend all 
meetings and events held by MYA for their spiritual 
and social benefit. 

 For more information or membership Please contact : Mrs. Sara Saghbini 
(Leader of MYA) at: (904) 422-3506 or Fr. Raymond. 

prayer for vocations 

Remember, O Lord, your holy Church, 

which you established on the solid rock of 

the true faith, and send her vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life.  With so 

many distractions that pull us away from 

loving you and our neighbor, may we 

remember you, the source of all peace, 

and may those whom you call to serve you 

respond generously and have the courage 

to do your will. We pray to you, O Lord.     
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Epistle Readers July 2026 

 English Arabic Readings 

Sun July 5 Hitti Family Hitti Family Lk 10:1–7 

Sun July 12 Sarah G. Saghbini Louis Saghbini Mt 12:14–21 

 

Sun July 19 Sharbel Naddaf Dinalva Naddaf Mt 13:36–43 

 

Sun July 26 Cynthia Thoerrisen  Bassam Rizk 1 Cor 12:1–11 

 

If for any reason you cannot make it or you would like to trade assignments with 
someone else, please contact Mr. Elie Assi. 

      DATE * L I T U R G Y  I N T E T I O N S *      From 

                                           
                                              Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions   

 

Sun July 5 40-Day Memorial Mass for 
Mr. Joe Hitti (brother of Mr. 
Gaby Hitti) 

Req by/ Mr. Gaby Hitti & 
family 

Sun July 12 Available  

Sun July 19 Everyone who bears the 
name of St. Sharbel 

Req by/ Fr. Raymond 

Sun July 26 Available  
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EPARCHY’S CALENDAR  JUN 2026 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
   1 

Pope St. 
Gregory X 
(+1276) 

St. Junipero 
Serra 

2 

The Visitation 
of Our Lady 

to Her Cousin, 
Elizabeth 

 

3 

St. Jerome, 

Doctor of 

the Church  

 

4 

St. Andrew the 
Hymnographer

, Bishop of 
Crete  

Independence 

Day 
 

5 

7th Sunday 
of Pentecost 

St. Macarius 
of the Cross 

6 

St. Maria 

Goretti  

 

7 

St. Thomas 

the Hermit  

 

8 

St. Procopius  

 

9 

St. Pancras 

10 

The Three 
Massabki 
Brothers  

 

11 

St. Benedict, 
Abbot  

 

12 

8th Sunday of 
Pentecost 

Sts. Rufina and 
Secunda,  

St. Susanna of 
Rome  

 

13 

Joel the 

Prophet 

 

14 

St. 

Bonaventure, 

Doctor of the 

Church,  

St. Kateri 

Tekakwitha  

 

15 

Sts. Cyriacus 
and Julitta, His 
Mother  

 

16 

The Scapular 
of Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel 

 

17 

St. Marina, 
Nun of 
Qannoubine  

 

18 

St. Symphorosa 
and Her Seven 
Sons  

 

19 

Celebration of 
St. Sharbel,  

9th Sunday of 
Pentecost 

St. Margaret of 
Antioch  

 

20 

Elias the 
Prophet 

 

21 

St. Simeon 
Salus and 
His Friend 
St. John,  

 

22 

St. Mary 
Magdalene  

St. Nohra  

 

23 

St. Sharbel, C 
(actual feast) 

 

24 

St. Christina 
of Tyre  

 

25 

St. Anne, 
Mother of Our 
Lady, the 
Virgin Mary  

 

26 

10th Sunday of 
Pentecost 

St. Bridget of 
Sweden 

27 

St. Pantaleon 
(Asya),  

 

28 

The Third 
Council of 
Constantinop
le (681) 

St. Anthusa,  

Bl. Stanley 
Rother  

 

29 

Ezekiel the 
Prophet 

St. Martha, the 
Sister of 
Lazarus,  

 

30 

Sts. Abdon 
and Sennen,  

Bl. Solanus 
Casey  

 

31 

The 350 
Martyrs, 
Disciples of 
St. Maron,  

St. Ignatius 
of Loyola  
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Sacrament of Baptism  (And Chrismation) 

The Sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated on Sunday after the 
11:00 am Liturgy. Other times may be arranged with the priest. Please 
contact the  parish office with any recent births so we may note them in 
our bulletin.     

Sacrament of Marriage 

Preparation for Pre-Cana and arrangements for the Sacrament of 

Marriage must be made with the priest at least 6 months prior to your 
anticipated wedding date. 
weddings will not be celebrated in any other church but at St. 
Maron’s 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  (Penance) 

Fr. Raymond is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation before and 
after each Liturgy or by appointment. Remember, Christ is present in the 
participation of the Sacrament. When you confess your sins directly to 
God you miss out on receiving a beautiful Grace.                                         
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

If you anticipate a procedure or surgery, and would like to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, contact the parish office to make 
arrangements. Fr. Raymond will be happy to come and anoint you or a 
loved one in their affliction. 

Communion to the Homebound  

If you or your loved one is homebound and wish to receive Holy 
Communion, please contact the  parish office to arrange a visit. Fr. 
Raymond is waiting for your call and will be glad to serve this Mystery.  

 

 

Vocations 

Do you feel as though God is calling you to serve him as a Priest or a 
Sister? If you are trying to discern your vocation, Fr. Raymond would be 
happy to meet with you to discuss. 

 

Mass Intentions  

Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions. Please let us know 
early of your intentions in order to make mention of it in the bulletin. 
See or call Fr. Raymond. 

  


