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St Maron Maronite Catholic Church
7032 Bowden Rd. Jacksonville, FL. 32216

Divine Liturgy: Wed: 11:00 am; Thu 6:00pm:

Rosary - Mass - Adoration. Sunday: 11:00am
OFFICE HOURS: Tue thru Fri 9 AM - 3 PM
Tel: (904) 448-0203

Email: stmaronjax@comcast.net

website: www.stmaronjax.com

Facebook: stmaronjax

Pastor: Rev. Raymond Khallouf
Retired Deacon: Elias Shami




The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary e

On August 15, the Church throughout the world celebrates one of
the most glorious mysteries in salvation history: The Assumption 7
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, body and soul, into heavenly glory.
This solemnity is not only a radiant proclamation of Mary’s
unique place in God’s plan but also a foretaste of the destiny
prepared for all who remain faithful to Christ.

Mary’s Singular Privilege

From the moment of her Immaculate Conception, Mary was
preserved from the stain of original sin in anticipation of her role
as Mother of the Redeemer (cf. Lk 1:28). Her perfect holiness,
maintained through a life of humility, obedience, and unwavering
faith, prepared her to share uniquely in the victory of her Son
over sin and death.

It is fitting, then, that she who bore the Author of Life should not
see corruption in the grave (cf. Ps 16:10). The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches:

“The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son’s Resurrection and
an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians” (CCC 966).

By God’s grace, Mary’s earthly life was crowned with her entrance—body and soul—into the
glory of heaven.

Scriptural and Apostolic Roots

While Sacred Scripture does not explicitly describe the Assumption, the mystery is deeply rooted
in biblical imagery and the Church’s apostolic faith. In Revelation 12, we behold “a woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars”—a
vision understood by the Church to point to both the people of God and, in a special way, to
Mary, the Queen of Heaven.

The ancient Christian tradition, preserved in the liturgy and writings of the early Church Fathers,
consistently honored Mary’s “Dormition” or “falling asleep” and her glorious reception into
heaven. This belief was so universal that, in 1950, Pope Pius XII solemnly defined it as a dogma
of faith in the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus.

A Pledge of Our Future Glory

The Assumption is not merely a Marian feast—it is a feast of Christian hope. What God has done
for Mary, He desires to do for each of us: to raise us body and soul in the new creation, where
death will be no more (cf. 1 Cor 15:51-57; Rev 21:4). Mary’s glorification is a promise that our
mortal bodies, too, are destined for transformation, to be “like His glorious body” (Phil 3:21).

Living the Mystery

To honor Mary’s Assumption is to imitate her faith. She listened to God’s word, treasured it in her
heart, and followed His will without reserve. If we walk as she walked, we will share in her
reward.

On this solemn feast, let us lift our eyes to heaven where our Mother reigns beside her Son. Let us
ask her intercession that we may persevere in grace, so that when our earthly journey ends, we
too may hear the words: “Well done, good and faithful servant... Enter into the joy of your
Lord” (Mt 25:23).

Prayer
O Mary, assumed into heaven, you are our sign of certain hope and comfort. Guide us ever closer

to your Son, and pray for us, that we may share with you in the glory of His Resurrection. Amen.
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Blessed Elias Hoayek: A Shepherd of Providence, Unity, and Hope

On Saturday, July 25, 2026, the Maronite Church and the ; \:ﬁ e

entire Lebanese people rejoiced at the declaration of oY s
Patrlarch Elias Peter anyek as Blessed. His beatlﬁcatlop M OM\L\ O \) g

is more than an honor given to a great figure of the past; it ; :

is a reminder thaj[ holiness can be hvec} through g_l_,“ }l U"L:-n o Je )_L,_J I o
courageous leadership, humble service, and faithful love
for one’s people.

Elias Hoayek was born in Helta, Lebanon, in 1843.
He entered the seminary as a young man in 1859,
continued his theological studies in Rome, and was
ordained a priest in 1870. After returning to Lebanon, he
served the Church as a teacher, patriarchal secretary,
Bishop, and eventually Maronite Patriarch of Antioch.

In 1895, together with Mother Rosalie Nasr and
Sister Stephanie Kardouche, he founded the Congregation
of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family, recognizing
the importance of education, family life, and the apostolic
service of women in the Church. He was elected patriarch
in 1899 and shepherded the Maronite Church until his
death in 1931.

Patriarch Hoayek’s holiness was revealed most
clearly during suffering. During the First World War and
the terrible famine that devastated Lebanon, he opened
monasteries and convents to the hungry and displaced, without distinction of religion. He used the
Church’s resources—and even placed its property at risk—to feed those who were starving. He
understood that a shepherd cannot remain comfortable while his people suffer. His pastoral
authority was not based on titles or privilege, but on sacrifice, compassion, and responsibility.

He also defended Lebanon’s freedom and dignity. At the Paris Peace Conference, he spoke
on behalf of the Lebanese people and helped prepare the way for the proclamation of Greater
Lebanon in 1920. Yet his patriotism was not narrow or divisive. He envisioned Lebanon as a
homeland of coexistence, where Christians and Muslims could live together in freedom, mutual
respect, and shared responsibility.

The miracle officially recognized for his beatification occurred in 1965. Nayef Abou Assi, a
Lebanese Army officer from the Druze community, suffered from chronic bilateral spondylolysis,
a serious spinal condition. After dreaming of Patriarch Hoayek, he awoke completely healed. The
fact that this grace was received by a person of another religious community beautifully reflects
the patriarch’s lifelong mission: God’s mercy knows no boundaries.

Patriarch Hoayek was a man of prayer, evangelical poverty, dialogue, and
profound trust in Divine Providence. He teaches us that holiness is not an escape from the world’s
problems. Holiness means entering those problems with faith, courage, and love. In him, devotion
to God became devotion to people, and love of the Church became a commitment to protect
human dignity in every person.

As we celebrate his beatification, let us ask ourselves: Do we notice the
hungry, the lonely, and the suffering? Do we use our responsibilities to serve or to be served? Do
we work for unity or deepen division? May Blessed Elias Hoayek intercede for Lebanon, for the
Maronite Church, and for all of us, so that our faith may become courageous service and our love
may become a source of hope. Amen
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Parish News

This August,
we have two
upcoming
Feasts:

The Feast of
the Transfig-
uration of our
Lord on Thurs-
day, August 6
(our Divine Lit-
urgy will be
held at 7:00
PM),

and the Feast of
the Assump-
tion of the Vir-
gin Mary on
Sunday, August
16,at 11:00
AM,

followed by the
serving of deli-
cious Knefeh
by our beloved
“Ladies Guild”.

R

On the occasion of the

“Assumption of the Virgin Mary”

Join us for delicious “Knefeh”

at

/ St. Maron Church

< 4

on

Sunday, Aug 16, 2026
Followed 11:00 am

Divine Liturgy

Onz‘éeacmac'ma{

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

The Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at

SAINT MARON CHURCH

a8 oY) Qald) ol
<l 6 Lasadll
1o lusa 7 ALl

Thursday evening Aug. 6 at 7:00 pm



e

1,000 ROSARIES FOR VOCATIONS

EPARCHY OF ST. MARON OF BROOKLYN

DID YOU KNOW

GOD CALLS PEOPLE TO
DIFFERENT VOCATIONS?

e Priesthood
* Religious Life
e Marriage
* Generous Single Life

Join us in praying
the Rosary
for vocations.
Scan the QR code
to register and
receive a
Blessed Rosary
as a gift.

T PRAY FOR VOCATIONSF

HOLY FAMILY
PRAYER CARDS:
Pick up a Prayer
and pray as a family

LUMINOUS MYSTERIES
FOR VOCATIONS:

Pray the Luminous
Mysteries for Priests,
Consecrated Life,
Holy Marriages,
Generous Single Persons,
Youth Discerning
God’s Call,
and the Mission of
our Maronite Church

MONTHLY PRAYER:
First Sunday:
Parish Rosary for Vocations
before or after
the Divine Liturgy.
First Monday of the Month:
Parish Rosary,
Youth-Led Rosary,
Family Rosary Night,
or Holy Hour for Vocations.

N 2

JOIN OUR EPARCHY-WIDE MOVEMENT TO PRAY 1,000 ROSARIES FOR VOCATIONS

¥ NEED HELP DISCERNING? W,
CONTACT US AT: callingserving@gmail.com

EVERY VOCATION IS A PATH TO SAINTHOOD




Parish News

Join us
at

ST. MARON CHURCH
Every Thursday @ 6:00 pm.

Rosary, Mass & Eucharistic Adoration

. (’

S

Divine Liturgy \ 2
-Rosary: 6:00 PM .

- Divine Liturgy: 6:30 PM Followed by

- Eucharistic Adoration until 8:00 PM

Eucharistic Adoration

prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel

“St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be
our protection against the wickedness and snares of
the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the s
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil
spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin _ =
of souls. Amen”.




Parish News

prayer for vocations Change of
Remember, O Lord, your holy Church, | Address

which you established on the solid rock of @

the true faith, and send her vocations to Addresse Update

the priesthood and religious life. With so
In order to keep our

church records up to date
for mailing purposes,
please let us know if you
have changed your ad-
dress.

many distractions that pull us away from
loving you and our neighbor, may we
remember you, the source of all peace,

and may those whom you call to serve you

respond generously and have the courage You can send an updated
address to

to do your will. We pray to you, O Lord. stmaronjax@comcast.net

Maronite Young Adults (MYA)

(E YOU/\/G4
+ All Adults ages 18 - 35 are invited to join St. Maron’s éﬁ %
MYA. You are the future of our parish and we depend & 0

on you.

+ T ask all parents to encourage their children to attend all ¢ m a N
meetings and events held by MYA for their spiritual ’> Koy
and social benefit. " ONnoA RS

+ For more information or membership Please contact : Mrs. Sara Saghbini
(Leader of MYA) at: (904) 422-3506 or Fr. Raymond.

Maronite Youth Organization (MYOQO)

- All youth ages 12 - 17 are invited to join St. Maron’s
MYO. For more information or membership Please
contact : Mrs. Sherine Akl (Leader of MYO) at: (919)
624-5746 or Fr. Raymond.

- [ ask all parents to encourage their children to attend
all meetings and events held by MYO for their
spiritual and social benefit.
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Parish News

- Samnt Maron Maronite Catholic Church

w7032 Bowden Eead | Jacksonwille, Florida 32216 0 (2047 445-0203 | Fax (304 448-82777

Religious Education Program
Registration for 2026-2027

Dear Parents,

[t’s time to register for 2026-2027 Religious Education Program and First Communion!
The First Communion classes are for two years of Studying the word of God. It’s typically
for 1t and 2" graders. The Religious Education program is for 3™ to 8 graders.

[ request you to fill the Registration Form and return before August 15, 2026. Our academid
year will begin Sunday September 6, 2026 to Sunday April 25, 2027 from 10.00 am tg
10.45 am at the Church Hall.

There is a one-time annual registration fee to meet various expenses towards textbooks.
workbook, study materials, expenses for various activities to be organized during the year
Our teachers are volunteering their valuable time to teach and will continue to do so
Children currently registered for the Religious Education Program and First Communion
must also re-register for 2026- 2027. Below is the fee structure:

One child: $35.00
Two children: $60.00
Three children: $70.00

Please do not feel obligated to donate. We happily welcome all children.
For safety reasons, all children must have a registration form on file.

The Registration Form can be found on the church website www.stmaronjax.com by
hovering over the resource tab and clicking on religious education. There is a red link to
the form at the bottom of the page.

Please complete and return the Registration Form by email to stmaronjax@comcast.net
or drop off the form to the Church Office along with a check payable to St. Maron
Church at:

7032 Bowden Rd. Jacksonville, FI1 32216.

With sincere prayers,
[Father Raymond Khallouf. 8




Epistle Readers August 2026

4 English Arabic Readings
Sun Aug 2 Betty Fares George Fadel Eph 2:17-22
Sun Aug 9 Carol Tegho John Assi Eph 3:1-13

Sun Aug 16 |Shawn Patterson Christine El Hajj Rom 12:9-15

Sun Aug 23 |Brianna Naddaf Chantal Naddaf 1 Thes 2:1-13

Sun Aug 30 |Louis Mansour Mira Ghantous 1 Thes 1:1-10

If for any reason you cannot make it or you would like to trade assignments with
someone else, please contact Mr. Elie Assi.

*LITURGY INTETIONS*

Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions

Sun Aug 2 Available

Sun Aug 9 Available

Sun Aug 16 Available

Sun Aug 23 Available

Sun Aug 30 Available




EPARCHY’S CALENDAR AUGUST 2026

St. Shmouni

and Her

Seven Sons
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
11th Sunday | David the St. John Moses the The St. Doumit St. Dominic,
of Pentecost . Transfiguration Founder of

. Prophet Vlan,ney, the | Prophet of Our Lord the Order of
Translation Curé d’Ars Preach
of the Relics reachers
of St. Pope St.
Stephen, the Sixtus II
First Martyr (+258)
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
12th Sunday of | St. Lawrence | St. Clare of St. Shaina St. Hippolytus Micah the The
Pentecost Assisi of Rome, Prophet Assumption
. . of the Virgin
St. Matthias Bl Michael
. Mary (Actual
McGivney Feast)
(USA), e
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
The St. Myron of | The Letter of | St. Luke of St. Bernard, Samuel the St.
Assumption of | Cyzicus King Abgar | Baalbek Doctor of the Prophet Symphorian
the Virgin to Christ Church
Mary (Holy
Day of
Obligation)
13th Sunday of
Pentecost
St. Roch
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
14th Sunday of | St. Eutyches St. Titus, One | Pope St. St. Biyameen St. Beheading of
Pentecost of Sebastia of the 72 Zephyrinus (Poemen) the Augustine, St. John the
St. Isaac of Disciples, Ap | (+217), Hermit ]C);)lctorhof the | Baptist
Nineveh ure
St. Moses the
Ethiopian

30 31
15th Sunday of | St. Zakhia
Pentecost (Nicholas),
BL Brother St. Aegidius
Estephan (Giles),
Ne’mee

St. Abda,
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Sacrament of Baptism (And Chrismation)

HOIY, The Sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated on Sunday after the
Baptlsm 11:00 am Liturgy. Other times may be arranged with the priest. Please
U contact the parish office with any recent births so we may note them in

— our bulletin.
v Sacrament of Marriage

| f?:;Preparation for Pre-Cana and arrangements for the Sacrament of
'\ %W Marriage must be made with the priest at least 6 months prior to your

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)

@Un&gﬁlﬂn Fr. Raymond is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation before and
after each Liturgy or by appointment. Remember, Christ is present in the
participation of the Sacrament. When you confess your sins directly to
God you miss out on receiving a beautiful Grace.

Communion to the Homebound

If you or your loved one is homebound and wish to receive Holy
: Communion, please contact the parish office to arrange a visit. Fr.
@ % Raymond is waiting for your call and will be glad to serve this Mystery.

&z sy

a Vocations

;Do you feel as though God is calling you to serve him as a Priest or a
WPy Sister? If you are trying to discern your vocation, Fr. Raymond would be
= % happy to meet with you to discuss.

Mass Intentions

Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions. Please let us know
early of your intentions in order to make mention of it in the bulletin.

Intentions See or call Fr. Raymond.




