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St Maron Maronite Catholic Church  
7032 Bowden Rd. Jacksonville, FL 32216 

Divine Liturgy: Wed: 11:00 am; Thu 6:00pm:  

Rosary - Mass - Adoration. Sunday: 11:00am 

OFFICE HOURS:  Tue thru Fri 9 AM - 3 PM  

Tel: (904) 448-0203 

Email:  stmaronjax@comcast.net  

website: www.stmaronjax.com   

Facebook: stmaronjax 

Pastor:   Rev. Raymond Khallouf   

Retired Deacon: Elias Shami 

            PA R I S H  S C H E D U L E  

S U N DAY  L I T U R G Y  |  a t  1 1 : 0 0  A M                

Season of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
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Blessed Elias Hoayek: A Shepherd of Providence, Unity, and Hope 
 
On Saturday, July 25, 2026, the Maronite Church and the 
entire Lebanese people rejoiced at the declaration of 
Patriarch Elias Peter Hoayek as Blessed. His beatification is 
more than an honor given to a great figure of the past; it is a 
reminder that holiness can be lived through courageous 
leadership, humble service, and faithful love for one’s 
people. 

Elias Hoayek was born in Helta, Lebanon, in 1843. 
He entered the seminary as a young man in 1859, continued 
his theological studies in Rome, and was ordained a priest 
in 1870. After returning to Lebanon, he served the Church 
as a teacher, patriarchal secretary, Bishop, and eventually 
Maronite Patriarch of Antioch.  

In 1895, together with Mother Rosalie Nasr and 
Sister Stephanie Kardouche, he founded the Congregation 
of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family, recognizing the 
importance of education, family life, and the apostolic 
service of women in the Church. He was elected patriarch 
in 1899 and shepherded the Maronite Church until his death 
in 1931. 

Patriarch Hoayek’s holiness was revealed most 
clearly during suffering. During the First World War and the terrible famine that devastated 
Lebanon, he opened monasteries and convents to the hungry and displaced, without distinction of 
religion. He used the Church’s resources—and even placed its property at risk—to feed those who 
were starving. He understood that a shepherd cannot remain comfortable while his people suffer. 
His pastoral authority was not based on titles or privilege, but on sacrifice, compassion, and 
responsibility. 

He also defended Lebanon’s freedom and dignity. At the Paris Peace Conference, he spoke 
on behalf of the Lebanese people and helped prepare the way for the proclamation of Greater 
Lebanon in 1920. Yet his patriotism was not narrow or divisive. He envisioned Lebanon as a 
homeland of coexistence, where Christians and Muslims could live together in freedom, mutual 
respect, and shared responsibility. 

The miracle officially recognized for his beatification occurred in 1965. Nayef Abou Assi, a 
Lebanese Army officer from the Druze community, suffered from chronic bilateral spondylolysis, 
a serious spinal condition. After dreaming of Patriarch Hoayek, he awoke completely healed. The 
fact that this grace was received by a person of another religious community beautifully reflects 
the patriarch’s lifelong mission: God’s mercy knows no boundaries. 

Patriarch Hoayek was a man of prayer, evangelical poverty, dialogue, and 
profound trust in Divine Providence. He teaches us that holiness is not an escape from the world’s 
problems. Holiness means entering those problems with faith, courage, and love. In him, devotion 
to God became devotion to people, and love of the Church became a commitment to protect 
human dignity in every person.  

As we celebrate his beatification, let us ask ourselves: Do we notice the 
hungry, the lonely, and the suffering? Do we use our responsibilities to serve or to be served? Do 
we work for unity or deepen division? May Blessed Elias Hoayek intercede for Lebanon, for the 
Maronite Church, and for all of us, so that our faith may become courageous service and our love 
may become a source of hope. Amen 
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NEW PARISHIONERS 

REGISTRATION 

Welcome New Parishioners 

to our church family!  

Please be sure to register with 

our parish by filling the 

Parish registration form at the 

entrance of the church, or by 

calling the church office at 

(904) 448-0203 or email us 

at: 

stmaronjax@comcast.net  

Parish News 

MEETING WITH BISHOP 

GREGORY 

A meeting involving both the 

Parish Council and the 

Finance Committee will be 

scheduled for the afternoon 

of Saturday, August 5—

following his imminence 

Bishop Gregory’s arrival at 

the church Hall—to brief him 

on the latest developments 

regarding our parish projects. 
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Parish News 

MYA conference  

2026 

The registration for 

the MYA Eparchial 

Conference is OPEN! 

We would like to 

remind you that the 

registration fee will 

increase to $250 on 

September 1st, so be 

sure to register now 

while the fee is still 

$225! You can find 

the website link in 

the announcement 

below. 

 

Deepest Sympathy 
 

We extend our sincere condolences to Mr. Louis Saghbini and his 
family on the loss of his beloved Mother Renee Khattar saghbini 
who was called to the Lord’s mercy on Wednesday, August 26, 
2026, in Lebanon after a battle with illness.  
We pray that the Lord who has called his servant Renee, may 
welcome her into His kingdom and grant her peace and rest 
among the righteous and the saints.  
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Parish News 

prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

“St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be 
our protection against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil 
spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin 
of souls. Amen”. 

" 
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Addresse Update 

In order to keep our 
church records up to date 
for  mailing purposes, 
please let us know if you 
have changed your ad-
dress.  

You can send an updated 
address to 
stmaronjax@comcast.net  

Maronite Youth Organization (MYO)  

- All youth ages 12 - 17 are invited to join St. Maron’s 
MYO. For more information or membership Please 
contact : Mrs. Sherine Akl (Leader of MYO) at: (919) 
624-5746 or Fr. Raymond. 
- I ask all parents to encourage their children to attend 
all meetings and events held by MYO for their 
spiritual and social benefit. 

Parish News 

Maronite Young Adults (MYA)  

 All Adults ages 18 - 35 are invited to join St. Maron’s 
MYA. You are the future of our parish and we depend 
on you. 

 I ask all parents to encourage their children to attend all 
meetings and events held by MYA for their spiritual 
and social benefit. 

 For more information or membership Please contact : Mrs. Sara Saghbini 
(Leader of MYA) at: (904) 422-3506 or Fr. Raymond. 

prayer for vocations 

Remember, O Lord, your holy Church, 

which you established on the solid rock of 

the true faith, and send her vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life.  With so 

many distractions that pull us away from 

loving you and our neighbor, may we 

remember you, the source of all peace, 

and may those whom you call to serve you 

respond generously and have the courage 

to do your will. We pray to you, O Lord.     
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Parish News 

Religious Education Program 
 

Registration for 2026-2027 
 

Dear Parents,  
  

It’s time to register for 2026-2027 Religious Education Program and First Communion!   

The First Communion classes are for two years of Studying the word of God. It’s typically 

for 1st and 2nd graders. The Religious Education program is for 3rd to 8th graders.  

 

I request you to fill the Registration Form and return before August 15, 2026. Our academic 

year will begin Sunday September 6, 2026 to Sunday April 25, 2027 from 10.00 am to 

10.45 am at the Church Hall.  

 

There is a one-time annual registration fee to meet various expenses towards textbooks, 

workbook, study materials, expenses for various activities to be organized during the year. 

Our teachers are volunteering their valuable time to teach and will continue to do so. 

Children currently registered for the Religious Education Program and First Communion 

must also re-register for 2026- 2027. Below is the fee structure:  

  

One child: $35.00  

Two children: $60.00  

Three children: $70.00  

   

Please do not feel obligated to donate. We happily welcome all children.  

For safety reasons, all children must have a registration form on file. 

  

The Registration Form can be found on the church website www.stmaronjax.com  by 

hovering over the resource tab and clicking on religious education. There is a red link to 

the form at the bottom of the page.  

Please complete and return the Registration Form by email to stmaronjax@comcast.net 

or drop off the form to the Church Office along with a check payable to St. Maron 

Church at:  

7032 Bowden Rd. Jacksonville, Fl 32216. 

   

With sincere prayers, 
Father Raymond Khallouf. 
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Epistle Readers September 2026 

 
English Arabic Readings 

Sun Sept 6 Shami family Shami family Rom 8:18–27 

Sun Sept 13 Elie Assi Elie Assi 1 Cor 1:18–25 

 

Sun Sept 20 Ralph Rizk Dorette Naddaf 2 Tim 2:1–10 

 

Sun Sept 27 Fares family Fares family 1 Cor 15:19–34 

 

If for any reason you cannot make it or you would like to trade assignments with 
someone else, please contact Mr. Elie Assi. 

      DATE * L I T U R G Y  I N T E T I O N S *      From 

                                           
                                              Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions   

 

Sun Sept 6 40-Day Memorial Mass for 
Deacon Elias Shami 

Req by/ His wife Diane 
and family 

Sun Sept 13 President Bachir Jemayel & 
Lebanese forces martyrs 

Req by/ Elie Assi 

Sun Sept 20 Available  

Sun Sept 27 Dr. Joseph Fares and Mrs. 
Violette Banat 

Req by/ Betty Fares 
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EPARCHY’S CALENDAR  SEPTEMBER 2026 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
  1 

St. Simeon 
the Stylite 

2 

St. Mammas 
the Great,  

 

3 

St. Theodore 
the Great  

 

4 

St. Babylas, 

Patriarch of 

Antioch  

 

5 

St. Sharbel of 
Edessa and His 

Sister  
St. Teresa of 

Calcutta  

 

6 

16th Sunday 
of Pentecost 

St. Michael 
the 
Archangel  

 

7 

Labor Day 

St. Sozon  

 

8 

Nativity of 

the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

 

9 

Sts. Joachim 

and Anne, 

Parents of the 

Virgin Mary 

Bl. Frédéric 

Ozanam,  

The Council of 

Chalcedon  

10 

St. Pulcheria 
the Queen  

 

11 

St. 
Theodora of 
Alexandria  

 

12 

St. Cornelius 
the Centurion 

13 

The Exaltation 
of the Holy 
Cross 

St. 
Christopher 

14 

Exaltation of 

the Holy Cross 

(actual feast) 

 

15 

St. Shaina,  

St. Sassine  

 

16 

St. Cyprian, 
Bishop of 
Carthage,  

 

17 

St. Sophia and 
Her 3 
Daughters  

 

18 

The Flight of 
the Lord 
Jesus to 
Egypt 

 

19 

St. Januarius  

 

20 

1st Sunday 
after Holy 
Cross 

St. Eustatius 
and His Wife 
and Children  

 

21 

St. Quadratus, 
Bishop of 
Athens  

 

22 

St. Phocas 
and His 
Companions  

 

23 

Jonah the 
Prophet 

 

24 

St. Thecla, the 
First Woman 
Martyr,  

 

25 

St. 
Paphnutius 
the 
Confessor  

 

26 

St. John the 
Evangelist  

 

27 

2nd Sunday 
after Holy 
Cross 

St. Vincent de 
Paul 

28 

St. Chariton  

 

29 

 

30 

St. Romanos 
(Cyriacus), 
known as 
Rouhanna the 
Cantor  
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Sacrament of Baptism  (And Chrismation) 

The Sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated on Sunday after the 
11:00 am Liturgy. Other times may be arranged with the priest. Please 
contact the  parish office with any recent births so we may note them in 
our bulletin.     

Sacrament of Marriage 

Preparation for Pre-Cana and arrangements for the Sacrament of 

Marriage must be made with the priest at least 6 months prior to your 
anticipated wedding date. 
weddings will not be celebrated in any other church but at St. 
Maron’s 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  (Penance) 

Fr. Raymond is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation before and 
after each Liturgy or by appointment. Remember, Christ is present in the 
participation of the Sacrament. When you confess your sins directly to 
God you miss out on receiving a beautiful Grace.                                         
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

If you anticipate a procedure or surgery, and would like to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, contact the parish office to make 
arrangements. Fr. Raymond will be happy to come and anoint you or a 
loved one in their affliction. 

Communion to the Homebound  

If you or your loved one is homebound and wish to receive Holy 
Communion, please contact the  parish office to arrange a visit. Fr. 
Raymond is waiting for your call and will be glad to serve this Mystery.  

 

 

Vocations 

Do you feel as though God is calling you to serve him as a Priest or a 
Sister? If you are trying to discern your vocation, Fr. Raymond would be 
happy to meet with you to discuss. 

 

Mass Intentions  

Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions. Please let us know 
early of your intentions in order to make mention of it in the bulletin. 
See or call Fr. Raymond. 

  


